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SERJUON I» 

— QOOO — 

Dbut. v. 28, 29, 

They have well said all they have spoken: O 
that there were such an heart in them. 

The historical parts of the Old Testameat 
are more worthy of our attention than men genr 
^rally imagine. A multitude of facts recoided 
in them are replete with spiritual instruction, 
being intended by God to serve as emblems of 
those deep mysteries which were afterwards, 
to be revealed. For instance : What is related 
of our first parent, his creation, his marriage, his. 
sabbatic rest, was emblematic of that new cre- 
ation which God will produce in us, and of that 
union with Christ whereby it shall be effected, 
and of the glorious rest to which it shall intrp- 
duce us, as well in this world as in the world 
to come. In like manner the promises made 
to Adam, to Abraham, and to mvid, whatever 
reference they might have to the particular 
circumstances of fhose illustrious individuals^ 
had a farther and more important accomplish- 
ment in the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the se- 
cond Adam, the promised seed, the King of 
Israel. 

The whole of the Mosaic dispensation was al- 
together figurative, as we see from the Epistle 
to the Hebrews, in which the figures themselves 
^e. illustrated and explained. But there ar^ 
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some facts which appear too trifling to afibrd 
any instructidnof this kind. We might expect 
indeed that so remarkable a fact as the pro- 
mulgation of the law from Mount Sinai should 
have in it something mysterious; but that the 
fears of the people on that occasion, and the 
request dictated by those fears, should be inten- 
ded by God to convey any particular instruc- 
tion, we should not have readily supposed ; yet 
by these did God intend to shadow forth the 
•whole mystery of redemption. We are sure 
that there was somewhat remarkable in the^ 
people^s speech, by the commendation which 
God himself bestowed upon it; — still however^ 
unless we have turned our minds particularly 
to this subject, we shall searcely conceive how^ 
much is contained in it. 

The point for our consideration is, the re- 
vest which the Israelites made in consequence 
cf the terror teith which the display of the di- 
Tine Majesty had inspired them. The expli- 
cation and improvement of that point is all that 
properly beloi^s to the passage before , us. 
But we have a Uirther view in taking this text i 
we propose, after considering it in its true and 
proper sense, to take it in an improper and 
accommodated sense; and, after making some 
observations upon it in reference to the request 
which 1^ Israelites then aferedj to notice it 
in reference to the requests which we from 
time to time malce unto God in the Liturgy of 
our Established Church. 

The former view of the text is that whlclk 
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we propose for our present consideration : the 
latter will be reserved for future discussion. 

The Israelites made an earnest request to 
God ; and God expressed his approbation of it 
in the words which we have just recited — 
^*They have well said all that they have spok- 
en: O that there were such an heart in theml"^ 
From hence we are naturally led to set before 
you the sentiments and dispositions which God 
approves; the sentiments; "They have welt 
said all that they have spoken ;'' the disposi-- 
tions; "6 that there were in them such an 
heart." 

1st. The sentiments which he approves. 

Here it will be necessary to analyse, as it 
were, or at least to get a clear and distinct ap- 
prehension of, the speech which God com- 
mends. It is recorded in the preceding con- 
text from the 23d verse. "And it came to pass^ 
when ye heard the voice out of the midst of the 
darkness, (for the mountain did burn with fire,) 
that ye came near unto me, even all the heads 
of your tribes, and your elders; and ye said, 
Behold, the Lord our God has shewed us his 
glory, and his greatness, and we have heard 
his voice out of the midst of the fire : we have 
seen this day, that God doth talk with man and 
heliveth. Now therefore why should we die? 
for this great fire will consume us; if we hear 
thfe voice of the Lord our God any more, then 
we shall die. For who is there of all flesh 
that hath heard the voice of the living God 
4peakiDg out of the midst of the fire, as we 
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trave, and lived? Go thou near, and hear litl 
Uiat the Lord our God shall say; and spelik 
ahou unto us all that the Lord our God shall 
«peak unto thee^ and we will hear it and do 
it7'Then it is added, "And the Iiord heard the 
voice of your words when ye spake unto me;, 
and the Lord said unto me, I have heard the 
voice of the words of this people, which they 
ihave spoken unto thee:: they have well said all 
that they have spoken." 

Now in this speech are contained the foU 
lowing things — An acknowledgment that they 
«ould not stand Jbefore the Divine Majesty — A 
^desire that God would appoint some one to 
mediate between ham and them.; and lastly, An 
engagement to regard every word that ^should 
be delivered to them through a Mediator, witk 
tbe same otiediential reverence, as they would 
tif it were spoken to them by God himsel£ And 
•these are the sentiments, on which the eommeo- 
<lation in our text was unreservedly bestowed. 

The first thing then to be noticed is. Their 
•acknowledgment that thei^ could not Mand he^, 
yore the Divine Majesty. 

Many things had now occurred to produce 
an extraordinary degree of terror upon their 
minds. There was a blackness and darkness in 
the sky, such as they never before beheld. 
This daskness was rendered more visible 
by the whole adjacent mountain blazing with 
iire, and by vivid lightnings flashing allaround 
in quick succession, llie roaring peals of 
Aunder added an>awfut solemnity to th&isoeiie. 
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The trumpet sounding with a long and in* 
creasingly tremendous blast, accompanied as 
it was by the mountain shaking to its centre, 
appalled the trembling multitude ; and Jehovah^s 
voice, uttering with inconceivable majesty hia 
authoritative commands, caused even Moses 
himself to say, I exceedingly fear and quake.* 
In consequence of this terrific scene we are 
told that the people ^^removed and stood afar 
off,"t lest the fire should consume them, or the 
voice of God strike them dead upon the spot.t 
Now though this was in them a mere slavish 
fear and the request founded upon it had respect 
only to their temporal safety, yet the sentiment 
itself was good, and worthy of universal adop- 
tion. God being hidden from our senses, so 
that we neither see nor hear him, we are ready 
to think lightly of him, and even to rush into 
his more immediafe|>resence without any holy 
awe upon our minds: but when he speaks to us 
in the thunder or by an earthquake, the most 
hardened rebel Is made to feel that ''with God 
%is terrible majesty ,^^ and that ''he is to be had 
in reverence by all that are round about him." 
This is a lesson which God has abundantly 
taught us by his dealings with the Jews. — A- 
mong the men of Bethshemesh, a great multi^ 
tude were slain for their irreverent curisioty in 
looking into the ark; as Uzzahalsoaflerwarda 
was for his well meant but erroneous zeal ia 

•Compare Exod.xix.l6*-19» wi(h Heb.xiiJ8^21» 
J Exod. XX, 18, 19. 
i Ver. 21, above cited. 

a5 
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prBsuming to touch it The reason of suclW 
acts of severity is told us iathe history of Nadab 
and Abihu, who were struck dead for c^ring- 
Btrange fire on the altar of their God; they ar^ 
desiffued to teaek us, ^hat God will be sanc- 
tified in all that come nigh unto him, and before 
all the people he will be gloried ^* 

lli^ next thing to be noticed is. Their de^ 
Mre to have some person appointed who shoulS 
act as a mediator between God and them. They 
probably had respect only to the present oc- 
casion; but God interpreted their words a» 
general, and as importing a request that h» 
would send them a permanent Mediator, wh» 
should transact all their business, as it weVe,. 
with God, making known to him their wants^ 
and communicating from him the knowledge 
of his wilL That God did construe their 
words in this extended sense, we are informed 
by Moses in a subsequent chapter of (his 
book. In 18th of Deut. and 15th and following 
verses, this explanation of the matter is given. 
''The Lord thy God will raise up untx> 3iee a 
Prophet from tibe midst of thee of thy brethren 
like unto me; unto him i^all ye hearken oc- 
eording to aU that thou desiredst of the Lord 
thf God «n Horeh in Me da^f of the assembly^ 
sajfing, Let me not hear again Ihe voice of the 
Itord my Crod, neither let me see this great f re 
any more that, I die not. And the Lord said 
iflOo ffie, they hone vkU spoktn that wkkhHtei^ 
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have spoken, I wjxi.saise thehitf a fbops^ 

ST FKOK AH0K6 TilBXR BRETBBEN like UUtO 

thee, and will put my words in his mouth; and 
}i£ shall speali unto them ail that 1 command 
iiim : and it shall come to pass, that whoso- 
ever will not hearken unto my words which 
.iff E shall speak in my name, I will require it of 
iira," Who this Prophet was, we are at no 
vioss to declare; for the apostle Peter, endeavor- 
ing to convince the Jews from their own scrip- 
lures that Jesus was the Christ, and that Mo- 
«e? himself had required them to believe in 
him^cites these very words as referring to 
Christy and calls upon them to regard him as 
ihat very Mediator, whom God had sent in 
janswer to the petitions which had been offer- 
ed by their forefathers at Mount Horeb.* 

Here it should be remembered that we are 
«p.eakiDg not from conjecture, but from infalli- 
ble authority; and that the construction we are 
putting on the text is, not a fanciful interpre- 
tation of our own, but Qod^s own exposition 
of his own words. 

Behold then the sentiment expressed in our 
text, and the commendation given to it by 
God himself; it is a sentiment which is the 
very sum and substance of the whole gospel ; 
it ^s a sentiment, which whosoever embraces 
t4fiily, and acts upon it faithfully, can never 
perish, but shall have eternal life. The preced- 
ing sentiment, that we are incapable of stand- 
ing before an holy God, is good, as introduc- 

«Acteiii.22, 2B. 
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lory to this; but this i» the crown of all; 
this consciousaess that \^e cannot come to God 
jand that God will not come to us, but through 
Christ. This acquiescence in uiH as the di<> 
viaely appointed Mediator; his acceptance of 
him as "the Way, the Truth, and the Life;** 
this sentiment J I say, God did, and will ap-> 
prove, wheresoever it may be found. The Lord 
grant that we may all embrace this sentiment 
as we ought; and that having tasted its sweet* 
ness and felt its efficacy, we may attain by- 
means of it all the blessings which a due re- 
ception of it will insure! 
^ The third thing to be noticed is, TTieir «n- 
gagietnent to yield unqualified obedience to efoe-^ 
ry thing tliat should he spoken to them by the 
Mediator r-rthi^^ if viewed only as a general 
promise of obedience, was good, and highly 
acceptable to God; since the obedience of hi9 
creatures is the very end of all his dispensa* 
tions towards them. It is to bring them to obe- 
dience, that he alarms them by the denunciar 
tions of his wrath, and encourage^ them by 
the promises of his gospel: when once they 
are brought to love his law, and obey hiscomr 
mandments, all the designs of his love and 
mercy are accomplished ; and nothing remain^ 
but that they attain that measure of sanctifi- 
cation, that shall fit them for the glory which 
he has prepared for them. 

But there is far more in this part of our sub* 
ject than appears at first sight. We will endea* 
>oir to enter into it someivhat more minutely 
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in order to explain what we conceive to be 
contained in it. 

The moral law was never given with a view 
tomen'is obtaining salvation by their obedi- 
ence to it; for it was not possible that they who 
had transgressed it in any one particular, should 
afterwards be justified by it. St. Paul says, 
**lf there had been a law given which could 
have given life, verily righteousness should 
liave fen by the law."* Bui the law could 
not give life to fallen man : and therefore that 
way of obtaining righteousness is forever clos- 
ed. With what view then was the law given ? 
I answer, to. shew the existence of sin, and the 
lost state of man by reason of sin, and to shut 
him up to that way of obtaining mercy which 
Ood has revealed in his gospel. I need not 
multiply passages in proof of this; two will 
suffice to establish it beyond a doubt : ''As 
many as are under the law, are under the curse : 
for it is written. Cursed is every one that con- 
tinueth not in all things which are written in 
the book of the law to do them." Again, "The 
law is our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, 
that we might be justified by faith."t But 
when the law has answered this end, then it 
has a further use, namely, to make known to 
us the way in which we should walk. In the 
first instance we are to flee frona it as a Cotenr 
antj and to seek for mercy through the Media- 
tor: but when we have obtained mercy through 
the Mediator, then we are to receive the law 

. •Gal.ia.21, t «^1' «• 1^2^- 
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at his hands as a rule oflife^ and to render* 
Moling obedience to it. Now ail this was sha- 
dowed forth in the history before us. God gave 
Israel his law immediately from his own mouth.; 
andysogiven, it terrified them beyond measure,, 
and caused them to desire a Mediator. At th e 
same time they did not express aay wish to be 
liberated from obedience to it- on the contra- 
ry they engaged^ that, whatever God should 
speak to them by the Mediator they would lis* 
ten to it readily, and obey it unreservedly. 
This was right; and God both approved of it ia 
them, and will approve of it in eveiy child oC 
man. We are afraid of perplexing the subject 
if we dwell any longer on this branch of it ; be- 
cause it would divert your attention, from the 
main body of the Discourse. We will thereforo^ ' 
content ourselves with citing one passage, 
wherein the whole is set forth in the precise 
point of view in which we have endeavoured 
to place it. We have shewn that (he transactions 
at Mount Sinai, where intended to shadow fort& 
the nature of the two dispensations, (hat of the 
law and that of the gospel,, in a contrasted 
view; that the terrific nature of the one made 
the Israelites desirous to obtain an interest in 
the other; and that the appointment of Moses 
to be their Mediator, and to communicate to 
them the further knowledge of his will with 
a view to their future obedience, was altogether 
illustrative of the gospel, which, whilst it 
teaches us to flee to Christ from the curses of 
(hs broken law, requires us afterwards to obey . 
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>lhat lav: in a word, we have shewn, that thou^ 
fts 8u Paul expresses it, (we are^^ithout law,^ 
considered as a Covenant) we are nevertheless 
^^not without law to God, but under the law 
to Christ:^'* And all this is set forth in the 
42th chapter of the Epistle to th6 Hebrews, 
in the following words : ^Ye are snot come unto 
the mount that n^ight be toudied, aimI that 
tKorued with fire, nor ufito blackness and dark* 
4M6S and tempest, and the sound of a trumpet 
^nd the voice of words ; whidh voice they that 
%eard, intreated that the word should not be 
spoken to them any more;:t^for they could not 
endure that which was commanded : and se 
ternble was the sight, that Moses<«aid, I exceed- 
singly fear and quake:) but ye^ae come unto 
Mount Sion, and unto the oity o( the living 
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, vamd to an innu-^ 
merably company of angelei, to the general 
Assemble and Church of the first-born, which 
are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of 
all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect 
and^to Jesus the Mediator of the New Cov^- 
^nanij and to the blood' ofsprioklin^ which> 
.«peaketli better things than Ae blood ofAbel/'t 
I would only observe, in order -to prevent 
.any misconception of my meaning, diat I do 
not suppose the Israelites to have had a distinct 
view of these thingsi, such as we have atpresr 
•ent, but that they^spake like Caii^as the. 
ihig^pnest, when he said, '^It was ei^dient 
ibr one man to die for the people, rather than 

^ 1 €or. iji.iSL t a*. TOJL. lS-a4t 
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that the whole nation should perish*/'* they 
did not understand the full import of their own 
Words; but God overruled their present feelings 
80 that they spake what was proper to shadow 
forth the mysteries of his gospel ; and he then 
interpreted their words according to the full 
and comprehensive sense in which he intended 
they should be understood. 

We could gladly have added somewhat more 
in confirmation of the sentiments which have 
been set before you, and particularly as found- 
ed on the passage we are considering: but your 
time forbids it; and therefore we pass on tone- 
lice in the 

2d place, The dispositions which God ap- 
proves. These must be noticed with a direct 
reference to the sentiments a\TeAdy considered; 
for God having said, "They have well said all 
that they have spoken,'^ adds, '*0 that there 
were such an heart in them V* 

It is but too common for those desires which 
arise in the mind under some peculiarly alarm- 
ing circumstances, to prove only transient, and 
to yield in a very jittle time to the rooted inclin- 
ations of the heart. This, it is feared, was 
the case with Israel at that time ; and God him- 
self intimated, that the seed which thus hastily 
sprang up, would soon perish for want of a 
sufficient root. But the information which we 
derive from hence is wholly independent of 
them: whether they cultivated these disposi- 
tions or not, we see what dispositions God 

• Job&zi.49-d2. 
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approves. It is his wish to find in all of ns^ 
A reverentialfear of God — ^4 love to Jesus as 
our Mediator — and an unfeigned delight in bis 
COTnmands, 

First, he desires to find io us A reverential 
fear of God. That ease, that indi^rence, that 
security which men in general indulge, is most 
displeasing to him. Behold how he addresses 
men of this description by the prophet Jeremi*^ 
ah: ^^Hear now this O foolish people, and with- 
out understanding; which have eyes and see 
jaot; which have ears and hear not. Fear ye 
not me? saith the Lord: will ye not tremble 
at my presence, which have pldced the sand for 
the bound of the sea by a perpetual decree^ 
that it cannot pass it; and though the waves 
thereof toss themselves, yet can they not pre- 
vail ; though they roar, yet can they not pass 
over it? But this people hath a revolting and a 
rebellious heart; they are revolted and gone; 
neither say they in their heart, Let us now 
fear the Lord our God."* Hear too what he 
says by the prophet Zephaniah: ''I will search 
Jerusalem with candles, and will punish the 
men that are settled on their lees.^f It ,is 
thought by many, that, if they commit no fla- 
grant enonnity, they have no cause to fear: 
but, even a heathen when brought to a right 
mind, saw the folly and impiety of such a con- 
ceit, and issued a decree to all the subjects ^ 
of his realm, that they should all '^tremble 
and fear before the God of Daniel, who is the 

*Jer.y.21— 24. tZeph.i.12. 

Digitized by Google 



16 



living God and steadfast forever. ''*' Such a 
state of mind is dreaded, from an idea, that it 
must of necessity be destructive of all happi- 
ness. This however is not true : on the con^ 
trary, the more of holy fear we have in our 
hearts, the happier we shall be. If indeed our 
fear be only of a slavish kind, it will make us 
unhappy ; but, in proportion as it partakes of 
filial regard, and has respe^^t to God as a father, 
it \^ill b^ome a source of unspeakable peace 
and joy. The testimony of Solomon is, "Hap- 
py is the man that feareth always.''! Nor 
should we shun even the slavish fear, since it is 
generally the prelude to that which is truly fil- 
ial, the spirit of bondage is intended to lead us 
to a spirit of adoption, whereby we may cry 
Abba, Father.! AnoUier ground on which 
men endeavor to put away the fear of God is, 
that it argues weakness of understanding and 
meanness of spirit: but we are told on infalli- 
ble authority, that "the fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom,: a good understanding 
have all they that do his commandments ; his 
praise endureth forever.} • Permit me then to 
recommend to you Ibis holy disposition. Learn 
to "fear that glorious and fearful name, Thb 
Lord thy God.''|| Stand in awe of his Divine 
Majesty: and dread his displeasure more than 
death itself. Bethink yourselves How you 
shall appear before him in the day of judgment, 

* Dan . vi. 26. fProv. xxviii. 1 4. 

t Rom. viii. 15. § Ps. ui. 10. 

c D^ut. xxviii. ^, 
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Settle it in your minds, whether you will thinft 
as lightly of him when you are standing athi^ 
tribunal, with all his terrible Majesty disphiy-r 
ed before your eyes, as you are wont to do now 
that he is hid from your sight. Examine care* 
fully whether you are prepared to meet him, 
and to receive your final doom at his hands, 
I well know, that such thoughts are not wel- 
come to the carnal mind : but I know also that 
they are salutary* yea, and indispensibly ne- 
cessary too for every child of man. I would 
therefore adopt the language of the Angel, who 
flew in the midst of heaven, having the ever- 
lasting gospel to preach to them that dwell on 
the earth, even to every nation and kindred, and 
tongue and people f and like him I would say 
with a loud voice, **Fear God, and give glory to 
him; for the hour of his judgment is come:"* 
it is come already in the divine purpose; and 
it will speedily come to every individual a- 
mongst us,, and will fix us ia an eternity ofi>liss 
or woe. 

The next disposition which God would have 
us cultivate, is, A love to Jesus as our Medi- 
ator. In proportion as we fear God, we shall 
love the Lonl Jesus Christ, who has conde- 
scended to'mediate between God and us. Were 
it only that he, like Moses, had revealed to us 
the will of God in a less terrific way, we ought 
to love him : but he has done infinitely more for 
us than Moses could possibly do; he has not 
^nly stood bety^een God and us^ but has placed 
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himself in our stead, and borne the wrath of God 
for us. He has not only silenced the thunders 
of Mount Sinaiy but "has redeemed us from the 
curse of the law, being himself made a curse fot 
xrs.^^* In a word, "he has made reconciliation 
ibr us by the blood of his cross ;^' so that we may 
now come to God as our Father and our Friend,' 
and may expect at his hands all the blessings of 
Grace and glory »— "Through him we have ac- 
cess to God,'' even to his throne: and by faith 
in him we may even now receive the remission 
of our sins, and rejoice in hope of the glory of 
God. Shall we not then love him? Shall we 
not honor him? Shall we not employ him in 
his high office as our Advocate and Mediator? 
Shall we not glory in him, "and cleave unto him 
with full purpose of heart?" It was said by 
the prophet Isaiah, ^^Surely shall one say, In 
the Lord have I righteousness and strength; 
even to him shall men come, and all that are 
incenfled against him shall b« ashamed. — ^In the 
Lord shall all the seed of Israel be justified, and 
Shall glory ."t O that this prophecy may be 
fulfilled in us; and that there may henceforth 
^'be in every individual amongst us such an 
heart?' 

Lastly, God would behold in us An unfeign- 
ed delight in hie commandments. This wiU 
he the firuit, and mutt be the evidence, of our 
love to Christ: "If ye love me, says our 
Lord, keep my commandments;"} and again, 

' •Gal.iu.ll tIiai.xlT.a4,25. 

X Joha idr. l(f. 
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^^Re that hath my cdmmandmentSy and keep^ 
«th theih, he it is that loveth me.^'* Indeed 
without thiS) all our sentiments or profes- 
sions ate of no avail : ^Circumcision is noth- 
ing, and uncircuracision is nothing, but th«i 
keeping of the commandments of God.^'j 

When persons hear of our being ^^delivered 
from thelawj'^ and 'Mead to the law," they feel 
« jealousy upon the subject e£ morality, and 
begin to fear that we open to men the flood gates 
of licentiousness! but their fears are both unne- 
cessary and linscriptura/^ for the very circum- 
stance of our being delivered from the law as & 
covenant of works, is that which most forcibly 
constrains us to take it as a rule of life. Hear 
liow St. Paul speaks on this subject ^ ^'I through 
the law am dead to the law, that I might live 
tmto God^X and again, ''My brethren, ye 
are become dead to the law by the body of 
Christ, that ye should be married to another^ 
even to him who is raised from the dead, that 
toe should bring forth fruit unto God.'^^t You 
perceive then thit the liberty to which we aro 
brought by Jesas Christ, has the most friendly 
aspect imaginable upon the practice of good 
works, yea rather, that it absolutely secures the 
performance of them. Whilst therefore we 
would urge with all possible earnestness a 
simple a&ince in Christ as your Mediator,, 
we would entreat you to receive the command- 
ments at his hands, aod to observe them with 

t John xiv. 21. ♦ 1 Cor. vii. 19» 

tGM.u.19. ||Rom.TU.4, 
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your whole hearts. Take our Lord^s Sertnoft 
OQ the Mount, for instance; study with care 
«ind diligence the full import of every precept 
in it. Do not endeavour to bring down those 
precepts to your practice, or to the practice of 
the world around you; but rather strive to ele- 
vate your practice to the standard which he has 
given you. In like manner, take all the pre- 
cepts contained in the Epistles, and all the holy 
dispositions which were exercised by the Apos- 
tles ; and endeavor to emulate the examples of 
the most distinguished saints. You are cau- 
tioned not to be righteous overmuch; but re- 
itaefnber that you have at least equal need of cau* 
tion to be righteous enough, I f only you walk 
in the steps of our Lord and his A|K)Stles, you 
need not be afraid of excess; it is an erroneotia 
kind of righteousness, against which Solomon 
would guard you, and not against an excessive 
degree of true holiness ; for in true holiness there 
can be no excess. In this way we ijiay vie with 
each other, and strive with all our might. St. 
Paul, says, "This is a faithful saying; and these 
things 1 will t)M^ thou a;ffirm constantly; that 
they who have believed in God might be care^ 
ful to maintain (or as the word imports) to ex^- 
eel in good works.''* By these we shall evince 
the sincerity of our love to Christ ; and by these 
we shall be judged in the last day. I would 
therefore recommend to every one to ask him- 
Belf, What is there which I have left undone? 
What is there which I have done defectively? 

fTttu«,iu.a 
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What is there which I have d(»ie amiss? What 
is there that t may, do more earnestly for the 
honor of God, for the good of mankind, and fot 
the benefit of my own soul t O that such a pious 
zeal pervaded this vhole assembly; and '^that 
there were in all of us such an heart T^ To 
those amongst us in whom any good measure 
of this grace is found, we would say in the 
language of St. Paul^ "We beseecK you,, bre- 
thren,, and exhort you by the Lord Jesus, that 
as ye have received of us hpw ye ought to walk 
and to please God, so ye would abound moi^ 
and more."* 

* I Thess. iv. I. 
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SER]!lfON II« 

Thetf have well said all thai they haveepoken:: 
O thai there were such an heart in thetA. 

WHEREVER the word of God admits of a 
literal interpretation, its primary sense ought 
to be clearly stated ^before any spiritual or mys- 
tical application be made of it: but when its lit- 
eral meaning is ascertained, we roust proceed 
to investigate its hidden import^ which is fre- 
quently the more important^ This has been^ 
done in relation to the passagebeforeus ;^ which 
primarily J expresses' an approbation of the re- 
quest mttd« by the Jews, that God would speak 
to them by the mediation of ^foses, and not any 
longer by the terrilic.thunders of Mount Sinai ; 
but covertly it conveyed an intimation, that we 
should all seek deliverance from the cursejof 
the law through the mediation of that great 
Prophet, whom God raised up like unto Moses,, 
even his Son Jesus Christ. 

The further use which we propose to make 
of this passage, is only in a way of accommo-. 
dation ; which however is abundantly sanction- 
ed by the example of the Apostles ;, who not un- 
frequently adopt the language of the Old Tes- 
tament to convey theijr own ideas, even when 
it has no necessary connexion with their sub- 
ject. Of course, the Liturgy of our Church 
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was never in the contemplation of the Sacred 
Hisforian : yet, as in that we constantly address 
ourselves to God, and as it is a composition of 
unrivalled excellence, and needs only the ex-* 
ercise of our devout afiections to render it a 
most acceptable service before God, we may 
well apply to it the commendation in our text; 
" They have well said all that they have spoken : 
O that there were such an heart in them !^' 

As in the course of the month two other oc- 
casions of pi*osecuting our subject will occur, 
we shall arrange our observations on the Lit-' 
urgy, so as to vindicate its use^-^isplay its ex- 
cellence — rand commend to your attention one 
particular part, which we conceive to be em^ 
inently deserving notice in this place. 

In the present Discourse we shall confine 
ourselves to the vindication of the Liturgy ; first 
Generally, as a service proper to be used : and 
then. Particularly, in reference to some objec-* 
lions which are urged against it. 

Perhaps there never was any human compo* 
sition more cavilled at, or less deserving such 
treatment, than our Liturgy, Nothing has been 
deemed too harsh to say of it . In order there- 
fore to a general vindioation of it we propose to 
shew, that the use of it is lattful in iUelf-r^x- 
pedientfar us — and acceptable to God, 

It is lawful in itself. 

The use of a form of prayey cannot be in it- 
self wrong, for, if it had bpen, God would not 
have prescribed the use of forms to the Jewish 
9atioD< But God did prescribe them on seventi 
b3 
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occasions, 'the words which the priest was ts 
utter in blessing the people of Israel, are thus 
specified : ^'Speak unto Aaron, and unto his soiis 
paying, On this wise ye shall bless the children 
of Israel, saying unto them, The Lord bless 
thee and keep thee; the Lord make his face to 
ishine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee ; the 
Lord lift up his countenance upon thee and 
give thee peace.^'* In like manner, when a 
man that had been slain was found, inquisition 
was to be made. for his blood; and the elders of 
the city that was nearest to the body, were to 
make a solemn affirmation before God that they 
knew not who the murderer was, and at the 
«ame time in a set form &f prayer to deprecate 
the divine displeasure.f At the offering of the 
lirst^fruits, both at the beginning and end of the 
service, there were forms of very considera* 
ble length, which every offerer was to utter be^ 
ifore the Lord 4 

When David brought up the ark from the 
house of Obed^edoin to the tent which he had 
pitched for it in Jerusalem, he composed a form 
of prayer and thanksgiving for the occasion, 
selected out of four different Psalm8,|| and put 
it into the hand of Asaph and his brethren for 
the use of the whole congregation. In all foU 
lowing ages the Psalms were used as forms of 
devotion : Hezekiah appointed them for that 

* Numb. vi. 2S— 26. f Deut. xxi. 7, 8, 

IDeut. xxvi. 3, 5—10, 13—15. 
II Compare! Chron.xvi.7— 96^withPf.cv. 1— 
Ui and xc¥i« 1-^13^ wtcxxSTJi. I aodcn. 47, 48v 
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|)T]Tpose when he restored the worship o^ God 
'which had been suspended and superseded inr 
the days of Ahaz;* as did Ezra also at the lay- 
ing of the foundation of the second temple.t 
Nay, the Hymn which our blessed Lord sang 
<with his disdpies immediately after he had in- 
stituted his Supper, as the memorial of his 
<3eath,t was either taken from the Psalms, front 
1 13th to 118th inclusive, or ielse was k particu- 
lar form composed for that occasion. All this 
sufficiently shews that forms of devotion are mot 
e'vii in themselves, fiut some think, that 
though they were not^evii under the Jewish dis- 
pensation, which consisted Altogether of rite» 
and carnal ordinances, they are evil under 
the more spiritual dispensation of the Gospel. 
This however cannot be; because our blessed 
Lord taught his disciples a form «of prayer, and 
not only told ^em to prsy after that manner^ 
^98 one Evangelist men^ons, butlot^e the very 
Affords, as another Evangeltstdeckires. Indeed 
^he Greek word, by wiiieh St. Matthew expres-* 
ses it, is not of necessity to be confined to man- 
ner;!) it might be taken as referring to the very 
words : but, granting that he speaks of the 
manner only, and prescribes it «& a model ; yet 
•St. Luke certainly requires us to use it as a 
form: ^'Jesus said unto them, When ye pray, 
*ay, Our Father which art in heaven."} Ac- 
•cordingly.we find, from the testimonies of somo 

*2Chron. XXIX. 30 fEzra iir. 10, 11- 

4Matt. xxvi. 30. ||Matt. vi. 9, 

ijbttkexi. 2i. 
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of the earliest and most eminent Fatbers of th^ 
Church,* that it was constantly regarded aod 
used in the Church as a form from the very 
times of the Apostles. As for the objection, 
that we do not read in the New Testament that 
it was so used, it is of no weight at all; for we 
are not told that the Apostles ever baptised per- 
sons in the Name of the Father, of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost; but can we therefore doubt 
whether they did use this form of baptism? As- 
purediy not; and therefore the circumstance of 
such an use of the Lord^s Prayer not being re- 
corded, especially in so short a history as that 
of the Apostles, is no argument at fill that it wafi 
not 60 used. 

Nor wafr this the only form used in the apos- 
tolic age. Lucian, speaking of the first Chris- 
tians, says, "They spend whole nights in sing- 
ing of Psalms ;'' and Pliny, in his famous Let- 
ter to Trajan^ which was written not much a- 
bove ten years aflor the death of John the Evan- 
gelist, says of them, "It is their manner to sing 
by turns a hymn to Christ as God.'' This lat- 
ter it should seem, was not a Psalm of David, 
but a hymn composed for the purpose : and it 
proves indisputably, that even in the apostolie 
age, forms of devotion were in use. If we coma 
down to the times subsequent to the Apostles, 
we shall find Liturgies composed for the ser^ 
vice of the different Churches. The Liturgies 

*Tertulliaih— Gjrprian — Cyril — ^Jereme — A ilgu»- 
tine—Chrysoitom— Gregory. See JBennet's Zo»- 
#>», Ca8€$, p. 52. 
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^f St. Peter, St. Marie, and St JailMr, ih(m^ 
4liey were Qomxpied in later ages, are certaia- 
1y ef ki^ aa^qtitty ; tiatift^f St. James was of 
great authority io Uie Church in the 4ayfi of 
Cyril, who in bis younger years, at the end of 
^e third or beginning of the fourth century, 
wrobe a Comnent up^a it. And it were easy 
te trace the uaeof then from that time evei^ to 
Hie piresentday. Shall it besaid th^;^ that tk« 
use of a pire-Gompoaed form of prayer is not law« 
ful? Would God have given so many forms ua- 
<ier ihe Jewish ^pensation^ and would our 
iilessed Lord have givea a form for the visa of 
^8 Church and people, if it had not been law- 
ful to use a form? But it is worthy of obaerva* 
'tion, that those who wast loudly decry the use - 
•of iforms, do them^lves use forms, whenever 
-diey unite in public wor^ip. What are hymnS) 
^ut forms of prayer and praise? and if it be 
lawful to worship God in forms of verse, is it 
aot equally so in forms of f^rose? We may say 
therefore, pur adversaries themselves being 
judges, that the use of a form of prayer is law- 
dful. 

As for those passages of Scripture which are 
tsupfosed to hold fc»:th an expecteitton that under 
4he Gospel we should have ability to pray with* 
4)Utaf0rm; for instance, tSiat ^God would give 
us a spirit of grace and of supplication,^' and that 
the Spirit should help our infirmities and teach 
iw what to pray for as we ought;** they do not 
warrant us toexpect, that we shall be enabled to 
«j)eak by inspiration, as the Apostles did, but 
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Chat our hearts should be disposed for prayer, and 
be enabled to enjoy near and intimate commun* 
ion with God in that holy exercise; but they 
may be fulfilled to us as much in the use of a 
pre-com posed form, as in any extemporaneous 
effusions of our own : and it is certain, that 
persons may be very fluent in the expressions 
of prayer without the smallest spiritual influ* 
ence upon their minds; and that they may,oa 
the other hand, be very fervent in prayer, 
though the expressions be already provided 
to their hand i and consequently, the promised 
assistance of the Spirit is perfectly consistent 
with the use of prayers that hi^ve been prercom- 
posed. 

But the lawfulness of forms of prayer is in 
this day pretty generally conceded, riiany how- 
ever still question their expediency . We pro- 
ceed therefore to shew next, that the use of tho 
Liturgy* is expedient for tu. 

Here let it not be supposed that I am about 
to condemn those who differ from, us in judg* 
ment or in practice. The Legislature has lib- 
erally conceded to all the subjects of the realm 
a right of choice; and God forbid that any one 
should wish to abridge them of it, in a matter 
of such high concern as the worship of Almigh- 
ty God. If any think themsel ves more edi&d 
by extempore prayer, we rejoice that their 
souls are benefited, though it be not precisely 
in our way; but still we cannot be insensible^ 
to the advantages which we enjoy ; and muci^ 
less can we cpncede to $uiy that the use of a 
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prescribed form of prayer is die smallest dig- 
ad vantage. 

We say then that the Liturgy wae ofgcea* 
use at the time it tDOs made. At the Gommeuce* 
inent of the Reformation, the most lamentable 
ignorance prevailed throu^out the land ; and 
even those who froiQ their office ought to have 
been^well instructed in the Holy Scriptures^ 
themselves needed to be taught what were the 
fi^tprinciplesof theoraclesof God. If then the 
pious and venerable Reformers of our Church 
had not provided a suitable form of prayer the 
people would still in many thousands of par- 
ishes have remained in utter darkness; hut by 
the diffusion of this sacred light throughout the 
land, every part of the kingdom became in a 
good measure irradiated with scriptural knowl- 
edge and with saving truth. The few who 
were enlightened, migiit Indeed have scattered 
some partial rays around them; but their light 
would have been only as a meteor, that passes 
away and leaves no permanent effect. More- 
over, if their zeal and knowledge and piety 
had beev suffered to die with them, we ahoviA 
have in vain sought for coB^)osftions of equal 
excellence from any set of governors from that 
day to the present hour .-.but by convu^ying to 
posterity the impress of tjieir owA piety in 
stated forms of prayer, they have iJirthem trans- 
mitted a measure of tb^ir own spirit, which 
like Elijah's mantle^ has de^^eoded on mnilti* 
tudes who have succeeded itiem in their high 

^ffi?^. It if9 uQifomS^k to f9tm acojvevt^ wfi:^ 
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mate of the benefit which we at this day derive 
from having such a standard of piety in our 
hands ; but we do not speak too strongly if we 
say, that the most enlightened amongst us, 
of whatever denomination tl\ey may be, owe 
much to the existence of our Liturgy ; which 
has been, as it were, the pillar and ground of 
the truth in this kingdom, and has served as 
f&el to perpetuate the flame, which the Lord 
himself, at the time of the Beformation, kind* 
led upon our altars* 

But we must go further, and say, that the 
\]se of the Liturgy is equally expedient laM, 
Of course, we must not be. understood as speak 
ing of private prayer in the closet; where though 
a young and inexperienced person may get 
help from written forms, it is desirable that ev- 
ery one should learn to express his own wants 
in his own language ; because no written prayer . 
can enter so minutely into his wants and fee- 
lings as he himself may do; but in public, we 
maintain, that the use of such a form as ours 
\still as expedient as ever. To lead the de- 
yo^ns of a congregation in e^^tempore prayer 
is a\work for which but few are qualified. 
An ex\9^nsive knowledge of the Scriptures must 
be combv^ed with fervent piety, in order to fits 
person fo^\^uch aa undertaking! and I greatly 
mistake if th^re be found an humble person in 
the world, who^ after engaging often in that ar- 
duous work, doei^ not wksfc at times that he had 
a suitable form [prepared for him. That the 
eonstant repetition 9£ the same form does not 
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Ho forcibly arrest the attention as new sehti^ 
ments and expressions would do, must be con- 
fessed : but, on tbe other hajid, (be use of a well 
composed form secures us against the dry, dull, 
tediogs repetitions which are but too frequent- 
ly the fruits of extemporaneous devotions. Oi- 
ly Jet any person be in a devout frame, and he 
will be far more likely to have his soul eleva- 
ied to heaven by the Liturgy of the Establish- 
ed Church, than he will by the generality of 
prayers which he would hear in other places of 
worship; and, if anyone complain that he can- 
not enter into the spirit of them, let him only 
examine his frame of mind when engaged in 
extemporaneous prayers, whether in public, or 
in his own family; and he will find, that his 
formality is not confitied to the service of the 
Church, but is the sad fruit and consequence 
of his 0W9 weaJuiess and corruption. 

Here it may not be amiss to rectify the no- 
tions which are frequently entertained of spir- 
itual edification. Many, if their imaginations 
are pleased, and their spirits elevated, are ready 
to think,; that they have been greatly edified; 
and this errcvr is at the root of that preference 
which they give to extempore prayer,, and the 
indifiereace which they manifest towards the 
prayers c^the Established Church. But real 
edification consists in humility of miad, and 
in being led to a more holy and consistent walk 
with God ; and one atom of such a spirit is more 
valuable then all the animal fervour that ever" 
yafi excited^ It is with solid truths^ and not 
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iviihJlueiU wordsjihBLt we are to be impressed;, 
and if we can desire from our hearts the things 
which we pray for in our public forms, we need 
never regret, that our foncy was not gratified, or 
our animal spirits raised, by the delusive charms 
of novelty. 

In what we have spokefii en this subject it 
must be remembered, that we have spoken 
only in a way of vindication: the true, the exal- 
ted, and the proper ground for a Member and 
Minister of the Established Church, we have 
left for the present untouched, lest we should 
encroach upon Uiat, which we hope to occupy 
on a future occasion. But it remains for us yet 
further to remark, that the use of our Liturgy 
is acceptable to God^ 

The words of our text are sufficient to shew 
us that God does not look at fine words and 
fluent expressions, but at the heart. The Is- 
raelites had'^'well said all that they had spok- 
en:^' but whilst God acknowledged that, he ad- 
ded, ^^O that there were such an keariitk them T' 
If there be humility and contrition in our sup- 
plications, it will make ro difi^renee with God 
whether diey be extemporaneous or pre-com* 
posed. Can any one doubt whether, if we were 
to address our heavenly Father in the words 
which Christ himself has taught us, we should 
be accepted of him, provided we uttered the 
different petitions from our hearts ? As little 
^oubt then is there that in the use of the Liturgy 
also we shall be accepted, if only we draw nigh 
lo God with our hearts as well as with our ltp». 
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The prayer of feitb, whether with or without a 
form, shall nevet go forth in vain. And there 
are thousands at this day who can attest from 
their own experience, that they have often 
found Grod as present with them in the use of 
the public services of our Churchy aai ever they 
did in their secret chambers. 

Thus we have endeavoured to vindicate the 
use of our Liturgy generally, < We now come 
to vindicate it in reference to some particular 
objections that have been urged against it. 

The objectious may be comprised under two 
heads ; namely, That there are exceptionable 
expreissions in the Liturgy ; and, That the use 
of it necessarily generates formality. 

To notice all the expressions which cap^ 
tious men have cavilled at, would be a waste 
of time. But there are one or two which with 
tender minds have' considerable weight, and 
have not only prevented many worthy men 
from entering into the church, but do at this 
hour press upon the consciences of many, who 
in all other things approve and admire the pub-* 
He formularies of our church. A great portion 
of this present assembly are educated with a 
view to the ministry in the establishment; and 
it I may be able in any little measure to satis^ 
fy their minds, or to remove a stumbling-block 
oat of their way, I shall think that I have made 
a good use of the opportunity which is thus 
afforded me. A more essential service I can 
scarcely render unto any of my younger breth- 
ren, or indeed tg the fiBt^iblisIuaent itself, than 
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by meeting fairly the difficulties which occut 
to their minds, and which are too often succes^'^' 
fully ui^ed by the enemies of our church, to 
the embarrassing of conscientious minds, and 
to the drawing away of many, who might have 
laboured cpmfortably and successfully in this 
part of our Lenin's vineyard. 

There is one circumstance in the formation 
of our Liturgy which is not sufficiently advert-^ 
ed to. The persons who composed it were men 
of a truly Apostolic spirit; unhampered by par- 
ty prejudices, they endeavoured to speak in all 
things precisely as the Scriptures speak; they 
did not indulge in speculations and metaphysi^ 
cal reasonings; nor did they presume to be 
wise above what is written : they laboured to 
speak the truth, the whole truth in lovet and 
they cultivated in the highest degree that can- 
dour, that simplicity, and that charity, which 
so eminently characterised all the Apostolic 
writings* Permit me to. call yotir attention to 
this particular pomt, because it will satis&cto- 
rily account for those expressions which seem 
most objectionable; and will shew precisely 
in what view we may most conscientiously 
repeat the language they have used. 

In our Burial ^rvice we thank God for de- 
livering our brother out of the miseries of this 
sinful world, and express a sure and certain 
hope of the resurrection to eternal life, togeth- 
er Mrith a hope also that our departed brothep 
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ifests k Christ * Of couMe, it ctteh tappeni, 
Ahat we are called to use these expressions over 
fiersons, who, there is reason to fear, have died 
m their sins; and tkBn the question m. How we 
«an with propriety use tkemi I answer, that 
«ven aceordin^ to the letter of l&e words, the 
»se of liiem may l)e justified; because we spealc 
aot of kiSy but of the resurrection to eternal 
llfejand because, where we do not absolutely 
imaw thdt God has not pardoned a person^ we 
may eiitertai n sonte measure of hope that he Hag^ 
Sut, taktng the expressions more according to 
die spirit of tfaenx, they precisely a.tcotd with 
what we continually pead in the Epistles of St. 
Paul. In (he Fii»t Epistle to the Corinthian 
chufch, he says of tbem^^I thank my God al- 
ways on your behalf, that tn every thing ye are 
•enriched by him in all utterance, and in all 
l^nowledge, even as the testimony of Christ 
was con^rmed in you, so that ye come heMnd 
in nogH^j waitins for the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ."! Yet, does he instantly begin to 

' «The Baiul Senricehi tkt Lit V|gr «f tbe Protestant £- 
l^scopal Chinch, in the United Stateg of America, is altered' 
lo the parts hera quoted. Instead of ofoing 'thanki that 
it hath pleased God to deliver oar brother out of the mise- 
ries of this sinful world;" the collect in the Burial Scirtiee 
«f ther American Liturgy; standst thus— *<We give th^eheap' 
ty thanks for the cood examine* of all those thy senrants, 
whoy having finisned their course in faith, do now rest from 
:lheir laboon.*' And the use of tlua eolleet it left at the 
4itoietion of the mimtter. Instead of the words **ia mat 
and certain hope of the resurrectiea to eternal life;" the 
Ibllowingare ulsedin the Burial Ser^ie^ of the America^ 
chiiveh->*lookIng for the eeneni retiimctioii at thehuf 
day, and the life of the world to come." ldm» Ed^} 
tlCor.i.4-7. 
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condemn the sande persons for their divisions 
/and contentions; »nd afterwards tells them 
that th0y werecarqal, and walked, not as saints 
but as m^n/?* that is, as unconverted and un-^ 
godly men, {n like manner, in his Epistle to 
Sie Philippi^ns, after saying, "I thank my God. 
upon every remembrance of you, ibr your fel- 
lowship in the gospel from the first day until 
now ; being confident of this very thing, that he 
vho hath bigun a good work ia you will perform 
it until the. day of Jesus Christ,'' he adds ''Even 
as it is meet for me to think this of you aZZ;''t 
Yet does he aflerwairds caution these verv per- 
sons against strife, and vain-glory, apd self- 
love; and tell them that he will send Timothy 
to them shortly, in order to make inquiries into 
their state, and to give him information respec- 
ting them; and )ie even mentions two by name, 
^uodias apd Syntyche, whose notorious disa* 
greements he was desirous to heal. 

A multitude of other passages might be cited 
to the same effect; to shew tl^at the Apostles, 
in a spirit of candour and of love, spoke in 
terms of commendation respecting all, when 
in strictness of speech they should have made 
some particular exceptions. And, if we at this 
day were called to use the same language un- 
der the very same circumstances, it is proba- 
ble that many would feel scruples respecting 
it, and especially, in thanking Qod for things, 
which, if pressed to the utmost meaning of the 
words, mi|(ht not be strictly true. But surely, 

* 1 Cw. iii. 8. t Pbil. »• 3—7. 
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if tihe- Apostles in a 9pirU of love and eharUjf 
used such lar^uage^ we may safely and proper* 
Ufdo the same: and knotoing in what maimer p 
mnd with what viewsy they spoke^ we need ridt hes* 
itaie to deUeer bursehes with the same spirit 
and tn the same latitude as they* 

In the baptismal Service we tMnk God for 
having resenenited the baptized infant by hi9 
Holy Spirit. Now fron^ hence it appears that 
In the opinion of our Reformers^ regeneratioik 
land remission of sins did accompany baptism. 
But in what sense did they hold this setitintent^ 
Did they niaintain that there was ho need for 
the se^d then sown in the he^rtdf the baptize4 
)>erson to grow up^ and to bring fotth fVuit; or 
that he could be saved in any other ^^ay thaa 
by a progressive renovation of his ^oal after the 
Divine image tf Had they asserted 'or counten- 

Author wishttf these words to be distinctly notieed; beeans* 
they eontain the whole drift of his argankent. He does not 
to say, that the Apostles ascribed salvation to th« 



Jbpu» MMTsfum, the oAtWaid act of baptisih; or, that they in- 
tended to assert dititinctlt the s^Tatioh of erery indindoat 
who had been baptised; out duly that iii r^fer^nce to thes« 
ivbieeU, thby did dde aJAognige very sitttilar to that in onJI 
liturgy, and that therefor^ our Aeforniers were justified^ 
M we also are, in Uiing the saniCt 

fin proof of the correctness of thii sentiment^ it nuiy hi 
obserred that the cbnrch evideiitly distinguishes betwcea 
tigmeratian «ad rtnoyatiof^ . She . considers ntgeneratio» 
9c that change of spiritual §tcUi &r eondiium, which takes 
tolace in fropiisel; and renotMilioR, as a change of tuart and 
KA, bv the influences of the Holy Spirit. This cbancck 
Mjr. Suneen describes as a **prQgressiTe renovation of th» 
•oui after the divine image. 

Tbe distinction between regmef^atim and renovatum, it 
CgprmlyigUdiiitbft^UectfiicGhKiatmidiiji «whk^ 
9 
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dhcecl any. suchdoclriae as that, tt would hav^ 
been impossible for any enlightened person to 
concur with them. But nothing can be con- 
ceived more repugnant to theiv sentiments tfiaxi 
such an idea as this : so far from harbouring 
such a thought, they have> and that too in this 
Very pifay er, taught us to look unto God for that 
total changig both of heart and life, which, long 
since thetr days^ has begun to be expressed by 
the term, regi^neration. Aifler thanfeing God 
fer regenerating the infant by his Holy Spirit^ 
we are taught to pray,^^hskt he, being dead un- 
to sin, and living unto righteousness %ay (Cruci- 
fy the old man, and utterly ahdlUh ihe whoU 
body of sin:^'* and then declaring that tdtistl 
change to be the necessary mean o? his obtain- 

die chitreh directs her members ta prvr% **grant that we, 
beine regenerated, may daily be renewedloy thy Holy Spirit. ** 
, The primitUfefiilhert niufoniilypreserre this distinction/ 
iod caU baptism the "Jarer of regeneration." 

The distiDctjon is founded on Bcriptwre> The Apoitle iv 
the episUe to Titns, (ch. iii. Ter. 5.) speaks of '*tne wash- 
ing of regeneration,** evidently meaning baptism, and *Hh* 
renewing of the Holy Ghont.'^ 

Following 9eriptwre and prmilUve anUhority^ the church 
uierefore rery properly applies the term reg€MratUm to 
hci^Usm*f io which sacrament that change takes ^hice inoor 

Siritoal itttU at eandiiion, which the term descnbes . Thiis 
B baptismal offices, and the office of confirmation speak 
«f every bapUied person "as beingrc^r^erofe." The cate^ 
chism, m reference tO'biptism^ dechres, that <<being b; me 
tore bom in sin, sod the dIUdrm of wrath, we are JUrdy,'* 
(bybaptism)«madethecAt/d^^<{f gmce.*' ThettapliMd 
iperson is taught to profess, in the catechism, that hi but* 
tasm, on the conditions of repentance and faith he was made 
**a member of Christ, a child of God, mid an inheritor of the 
kingdom of heaven." And in the same admisable snmmarf 
of christian iostmction, he is tanght to *Hhank his heavenly 
Father whpMh called Im to tl£i vlo^e <|f ftflvolipii.*^ 
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ing salvatioDi we add, ^*So that finally,, witb 
. the residue of thy holy Church Ae may be aa 
inheritor of thine everlasting kingdom ?^^ la 
there I would ask, any peraon that can require 
more than this? or does God in his word re- 
quire more? There are two things to be no- 
ticed in reference to this subject; the termy 
Regeneration, aad the thing. The term oc- 
curs l^ut twice in the Scriptures; \n one place 
it refers to baptism, and is distinguished from 
the renewing of the Holy Ghost; which how* 
ever is represented as attendant oa it ; and in 
the other place it has a totally distinct mean- 
ing unconnected with the subject. Now thQ 
term tney use, as the Scripture uses it; and the 
thing they require, as strongly as any person 
can require it. They do not give us any rea- 
son to imagine that an adult person ean be 
saved without experiencing all that raoderp 
Divines have included in the term Regenera» 

Biit,«^ ICr.^lDieon justly maintains, the church enforces 
^ change of kftui tmalife as essential to securing the priy- 
ile^et of baptisv. The twptised person, she teaches, must 
'*die to sin, and rise agaio unto righteousness;" must cru- 
icify the old n^n and iitterly j^hoUsb the whole body of sin;" 
apd must **continually mortify all his enl and corrupt af- 
liM^ans, and daily proceed in all virtue and Godliness of 
Jiyingi" in other words; he mi»^ be renewed by the Holy 
Spirft. 

It is mr.ch to be lamented that many diiines of the church 
^ Boglaad) hare not attended to this distinction between re* 
generation im4 lenonition ; and anply the former term to that 
change of hoot and fpe, which the refomers of the church, 
agrcMbly to scripture and the primitive Fathers, denoted 
1^ the tern, nenovation. Mr. Simeon very properly ob- 
serves, that <Hhe total change of heart and life* long tinee 
4ke dojfM of Uu Refffrmert^Dtguk to be expressed by th^ 
|erm tegmnfAipi^'' ytn,,^^.} 
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tioB : On the contrary they dp, both there an4 
throughout the whole Liturgy insist upon the * 
necessity of a radical change both of heart and 
life. Here then, the only question is, not 
;«phether a baptized perso^i can be saved by 
that ordinance without sanctiiication ; but 
whether G(h} do^s always accompany the sign 
ivith the thing signified f Here is certainly 
^foom for difference of opinion ^but it capnot be 
positively decided in the negative^ because we 
cannot knpw, or ev^n judged respecting it in 
any instance whatever, except by the fruits^ 
that Ibllow : and therefor^ in all fairness it 
may be considered only as a doubtful point 3 
and, if w^ appeal, as we ougl^t to do, tpthe holy 
Scriptures, they certainly do in a very remark- 
able way accord with the exptessiond in our 
Liturgy. St, Paul says, ^*By one Spirit are we> 
all baptized into one bo^y, whether we be Jews 
or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free ; and 



,'* 



have been qU ipad^ to drink Mio Qtie Spirits 
and this he says of all the i^inhle members of 
Christ's body .f Ag9iii, speaking of the whole 
nation of Israel, in&nts as well as adults, he 
eays, ^'They were all baptiz^ unto Moses in 
the cloud and in the sea, and did alleKt the 
same. Jipintea^ meat, and did aU drink the same 
spiritual drink ; for they drank of that spiritual 
rock that followed them; and that rock was 
Christ.'' (1 Ck)r. x. 1—4.) Yet behold, in the 
very next verse he tells us, that *< with many 
9fthem God was displeased, and pverthr^ipr 

♦ I (^r. ai, 18. 87. 
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intern in the wilderness.^ In another place he 
9peaks yet mor^ strongly still : ^' As many of 
you, says he, as are baptized into Christ, have 
put onCkristC'* (Gal. iii. 27.) Here we see 
what is meant by the expression, ^'baptized 
into Christ;" it is precisely the same expres- 
sion as that before mentioned, of the tsraelitea 
bein^ ^^baptized unto Moses ;" (the Greek pre- 
position used in both places i^ the same,) it in- 
cludes all that had been initiated into his re- 
ligion by the rite of baptism : and of them uni- 
versally does the Apostle say, ^^They hate put 
on Christ, '^^ Now I ask. Have' not the persons 
who scruple the use of that prayer in the bap- 
tismal service, equal reason to scruple the ude 
of these different expressions? 

Again — St. Peter says, Repent and be bap- 
tized every ane of you for the remission of sins; 
(Acts ii. 38, 89.) and in another place, '^Bap- 
tism doth now save us:" (1 Pet. Hi. 21.) And 
speaking elsewhere of baptized persons who 
were unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, he says, '^He hath forgotten that 
he was purged from bis old sins."* Does not 
this very strongly countenance the idea which 
our Reformers entertained. That the remission 
of our sins, as well as the regeneration of our 
souls, is an attendant on the baptismal rite? 
Perhaps it will be said., that the inspired Wri- 
ters spake of persons who had been baptized at; 
jun adult age. But, if they did so in some places^ 
(hey certainly did not in others^ and, whe^ 

f 2 Peter, i. a, c;^ 
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Ibey did not, they must be underatood as com^ 
prehending all, whether infants or adults: and 
therefore the language of our Liturgy, which 
is not a whit stronger than theirs, may be both 
subscribed and used without any just occasion 
of offence. 

Let me then speak the truth before God : 
Though I am no Arminian, I do think that the 
refinements of Calvin have done great harm 
in the cliruch: they have driven multitudes 
froin the plain, and popular way of speaking 
used by the inspired writers, and have niade 
themunreasoniably and uascripturally squeam- 
ish in their modes of expression; ^nd I con« 
ceive that, the less addicted any person is to 
systematic accuracy, the more he will accord 
with the inspired writers, and the more he will 
approve of the views of our Reformers. 1 do 
aot mean however to say, that a slight altera- 
tion in two or three instances would not be an 
improvement; since it would takeoff a burthen 
from many minds, and supersede the necessity 
of laboured explanations: but I do mean to say, 
that there is no such objection to these express 
sions as to deter any conscientious person from 

fiving his unfeigned assent and consent to the 
iturgy altogether, or from using the particu- 
lar expressions which we have been endeavoui;;^ 
ing to explain. 

The other objection is, that the use of a 
liturgy necessarily generates formality. 

We have before acknowledged that the re- 
petition of a form is less likely to arreBt the at- 
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teution than that which is novel : but we by no 
ineaas concede that it necessarily generates 
formality: on the contrary we affirm^ that, if 
any person come to tlie service of the church 
with a truly spiritual mind, be will fiud in our 
Liti^gy what is calculated to call forth the de-* 
voutest exercises of his mind far more than in 
any of the extemporaneous^ prayers which he 
would hear in other places. 

We forbear to enter into a fuller elucidation 
of this point at present, because we should de- 
tain you too ion^, and we shall have a better 
opportunity of doing it in our next Discourse* 
But we would here in treat you all so far to 
1>ear this objection in your minds, as to cut off 
all occasion for it as much as possible, and, by 
the devout manner of your attendance on the . 
services of the Church, to shew, that though 
you worship God with a for m , you also worship 
him in spirit and in truth. Dissenters them-* 
selves know that the repetition of favourite 
hymns does not generate formality; and they 
may from thence learn that the repetition of 
our excellent Liturgy is not really open to that 
objection. But they will judge from what 
they see amongst us: If they see that the 
prayers are read amongst us without any de-* 
Totion, and that those who hear them, are inat* 
tentive and irreverent during the service, they 
vriW not impute these evils to the true and pro-* 
per cause, but to the Liturgy itself; and it is a 
fact that they do from this very circumstance 
derive groat advantage for the weakening of 
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men^s attachment t6 the Established Churchy 
and for the augmenting of their own societies^ 
Surely then it becomes us who are annually 
sending forth so many ministers into every 
quarter of the land, to pay particular attentioii 
to this point, t am well aware that where sueh 
multitudes of young men are, it is not possible 
so to controul the inconsiderateness of youth^ 
as to suppress all IcTity, or to maintain that 
. complete order that might be wished ; but I 
know also that the ingenuousness 4i£ youth im 
open to conviction upon a subject like this^ 
and that «ven the strictest discipline upon a 
point so interwoven with the honour of the Es- 
tablishment and the eternal interests of their 
own souls, would, in a little time, meet with a 
more cordial concurrence than is generally 
imagined^ it would commend itself to their con* 
sciences, and call forthi not only their present 
approbation, but their lasting gratitude: and if 
those who are in authority amongst us would 
laj this matter to heart, and devise means for 
the carrying it into full efiect, more would be 
done for the upholding of the Establishment, 
than by ten thousand discourses in vindication 
of it : and verily, if but the smallest progress 
should be made in it, I should think that 1 had 
"not laboured in vain or run in vain.'* 

But let us not so think of the Establishment 
as to forget our own souls: for after all, the 
great question for the consideration of us all 
IS, Whether we ourselves are accepted in the 
use of these prayers ? And here, it is not wt- 



>d by Google 



45 

Ward reverieiice and decorum that will sui!ice4 
the heart must be engaged, as iwell as the lips. 
It will be to little purpose that God say«respec- 

{ing us, ^'They have well said all that they 
lave spoken,'^ unless he see his own wish also 
accomplished, ^K) that there were in them such 
an heart r^ Indeed our prayers will be no more 
than a solemn mockery, if there be not a cor- 
respondence between the words of our lips and 
the feeling of our own souls: and his answer 
to us will be, like that to the Jews of old, <<Ye 
hypocrites, in rain do you worship me/' Let 
all of us t{»3n bring our devotions to this test, 
and look well to it, that, with *Hhe form we 
have also the power of godliness ." We are too 
apt to rush into the Divine presence without 
any consciousness of the importance of the 
work in which we are going to be engaged, or 
any fear of his Majesty, whom we are going to 
address. If we would prevent formality in the 
house of God, we should endeavour to carry 
thither a devout spirit along with us, and guard 
against the very first incursion of rain thoughts 
and foolish imaginations. Let us then labau^ 
to attain such a sense of our own necessities 
and pf God's unbounded goodness, as shall pro« 
duee a fixedness of mind^ whenever we draw 
nigh to God in prayer; and for this end, let ua 
ask of God the gift of his Holy Spirit to help 
our infirmities: and let us never think that we 
have used the Liturgy to any good purpose,- 
unless it bring into our bosoms an inward wit- 
ness of Its utility, and a reasonable evidence of 
our acceptance with Qod in the usaof it» 



SERMON HI. 

Dbut. v. 28, 29. 

Tiey have weU said all (hat they have spoken r^ 
O that there were such an heart in them^ 

IN our preceding discourses on tkis text, we^ 
first entered distinctly and fully into its truer 
hnporty and then applied it^ in an accomraoda-^ 
ted sense, to the Liturgy of our EstablishecS 
Church. The utilky ofa Liturgy being doubt- 
ed by many, we endeavoured to vindicate the 
use of it, as lawful in itself,> expedient for us,, 
and acceptable to God. But it is not a mere 
vindication only which such a composition, 
merits at our hands r the labour bestowed upoa 
it has been exceedingly great ; Ouijfirst reform- 
ers omitted nothing that could cotuluce t9 the 
improvement of k: they consulted the most 
pious and learned of foreign Divines, and sub- 
mitted it to themfortheir correction; and, since 
- their time there have been frequent revisions 
of it, in order that every expression which could 
be made a subject of cavil, might be amended ;- 
by which means it has been brought to such a 
state of perfection, as no human compositioa 
of equal size and variety ean pretend to. 

To display its excellence is the task, which 
agreeably to the plan before proposed, is now 
assigned us; and we enter upon it with plea- 
sure f in the hope, thftt those who have never yet 
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studied the Litur^, will learn to appreciate ita 
value, and that all of us may be led to a more 
thankful and profitable use of it in future. 

To judge of the Liturgy* aright, we should 
contemplate Ita spirituality and purity — Its^ 
fulness and suitableness-^Its moderation and 
4Hindour. 

1st. Its spirituality and purity. 

It is well known that the services of the ^ 
Church of Rome, from whose communion we 
separated, were full of superstitioa and error: 
liiey taught the people to rest in carnal ordi- 
nances, without either stimulating them to real 
piety, or establishing them on the foundation 
which God has laid. They contained, it ia 
true, much that was good; but they were at the 
same time so filled with ceremonies of man's 
invention, and with doctrines repugnant to the 
Gospel, that they tended only to deceive and 
ruin all who adhered to them« In direct op- 
position to those services we affirm, that th& 
whole scope and tendency of our Liturgy is to 
raise our minds to a holy and heavenly state,, 
and to build us up upon the Lord Jesus Christ 
as the only foundation of a sinner's hope* 

Let us look at the stated services of our 
church; let us call to mind all that we hav& 
heard or uttered, from the introductory sen* 
teaces which were to prepare our minds, to the 
Dismission Prayer which closes the whole; 
there is nothing for shew, but all for edifica* 
tion and spiritual improvement. Is humility 
Ihe fouQidatioa of trup piety ? What deep ha- 
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piiliation is expressed in the General Cbnn 
fession, and throughout the Litany, as also m 
supplicating forgiveness after every one of the 
Commandments, for our innumerable viola- 
tions of them all! Is faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ the way appointed for our reconciliation 
with God? We ask for every blessing solely 
in his name and for his sake; and with the holy, 
vehemence of importunity, we urge with him 
the consideration of all that he has done and 
(suffered for us, as our plea for mercy; and, at 
the Lord% Supper, we mark so fully our affi- 
ance in his atoning blood, that it is impossible 
for any one to use those prayers aright, with-, 
out seeing and feeling that ^^ there is no other 
name unSer heaven but his, whereby we caft 
be saved.'* 

The same we may observe respecting jfhe 
cccoMonal services of our Church. From our 
very birth even to the grave, our Church omita 
nothing that can tend to the edification of its 
members. At our first introduction into the 
Church, with what solemnity are we dedicated 
to God i n our Baptismal Service ! What pledges 
does our Church require of our Sponsors that ^ 
•v^e shall be brought up in the true faith and fear 
of God: and how earnestly does she lead us to 
pray for a progressive, total, and permanent 
renovation of oiir sou Is f No sooner are we ca- 
pable of receiving instruction, than she pro- 
vides for qs, and expressly requires that we.bs 
•well instructed in, a Catechism, so short that 
it burthens the memory of oone, and so qoqvv 
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prefaensive that it contains all that is necessa- 
ry for our information at that early period of 
our life. When once w^ are taught by that to 
Jtnow the nature and extent of our baptismal 
Tows^ the Church calls upon us to renew in our 
pwn person the vows that werc^ formerly made 
for us in our name; and, in a service specially 
prepare^ for thfit purpose, leads us to conse* 
crate ourselves to God ; thus endeavouring to 
confirm us in our holy resolutions, and to estab- 
lish us in t{ie faith of Christ. Not content with 
haying thus initiated, instructed, and confirm- 
ed her members ^n t(ie religion of Christ, the 
Church embraces every occasion of-instilling 
into our minds the knowledge an^ l(>ve of his 
>vays. If we change our condition in life, we 
are required to cope to t^ie alter of our God, 
and there devote ourselves afresh to him, and 
implore his blessing, from which alone all true 
happiness proceeds. Are mercies and deliver- 
ances vouchsafed to any, especially that great 
merpy of preservation from the pangs and pe- 
rils of child birth ? the Church appoints a public 
acknowledgment to be made to Almighty God 
in the presence of the whole congregation, and 
provides a suitable sejrvice for that end. In like 
manner, for every public mercy, or in time of 
any public calamity, particular prayers and 
thanksgivings are provided for our use. In a time 
of sickness there is also very particular provis- 
ion made for our instruction and consolation : 
|iDd even ailer death, when she can no more ben- 
^t the deceased, the Church labours to promota 
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Ate benefit of her surviving members^ by a ser* 
vice the most solemn and impressive that ever 
was formed. Thus attentive is she to supply 
in every thing, as far as human endeavours 
can avai]^ our spiritual wants; being decent ia 
her forms, but not superstitious ; and strong in 
her expressions, but not erroneous. In short 
it is not possible to read the Liturgy with can- 
dour, and not to see that the welfare of our 
souls is the one object of the whole; and that 
the compilers of it had nothing in view„ but 
that in all our works, begun, continued, and en- 
ded in God, we should glorify his holy Name. 

The excellencies of our Liturgy will yet fur- 
ther appear while we notice, next, Its fulness 
and suitableness. 

Astonishing is the wisdom with which the 
Liturgy is adapted to the edification of every 
member of the Church. There is no case that 
is overlooked, no sin that is not deplored, no 
want that is not specified, no blessing that is 
not asked : yet, whilst every particular is en- 
tered into so far that every individual person 
may find his own case adverted to, and his ow^ 
wishes expressed, the whole is so carefully 
worded, that no person is l^d to express more 
than he ought to feel, or to deliver sentiments 
in which be may not join with his whole hearty 
Indeed there is a minuteness in the petitionl" 
that is rarely found even in men^s private de- 
votions; and those very particularities are foun« 
jded in the deepest knowledge of the humaQ 
ibeartf and the coinpletest view of men's 9pir|(- 

Digitized by Google 



51 

fial necessities; for instance. We pray to God 
to deliver us, not only in all time of our tribula-^ 
tion, but in all time of our wealth aUof" be- 
cause we are quite as much in danger of being 
drawn from God by prosperity, as by adversi- 
ty; and need his aid as much in the onti as in 
like other. 

In the intercessory part of our devotions also, 
our sympathy is called forth in behalf of all or' 
ders and degrees of men, under every name, 
and every character that can be conceived. We 
pray to him to strengthen such as do stand, to 
comfort and help the weak hearted, and to raise 
up them that fall, and finally, to beat down 
&tan under our feet. We intreat him also to 
succour, help, and comfort all thai are in dan^ 
ger, necessity^ and tribulatian. We further 
auppficate him in behalf of all that travel whe- 
ther bp land or water, all icomen labouring of 
ihild,^ all sick persons, and ymmg children, 
and particularly intreat him to have pity upon 
all prisoners and captiires, Strll further, we 
plead with him to defend and provide for the 
fatherless children, and widows, and all that 
are desolate and oppressed; and, lest any 
should have been omitted, we beg him 'Ho have 
mercy upon dZZfnen,^' generally, and more par- 
ticularly ** to forgive our enemies, persecutors^ 
and slanderers, and to turn their hearts.^' In 
what other prayers, whether extemporaneous 

*<*jift ail HfM 9f fmrprotpenty^* in theAjDoerican Litniy 
AT. Am. Ed, 
f AU women in the Miib c€ cttiU-birth/' in tbe AaMiJ<r 
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or written, shall we ever find such diffusive 
benevolence ims this? 

In a word, there is no possible situation ia 
which we can be placed, but the prayers are 
precisely suited to us; nor can we bi^ in any 
frame of mind wherein they will not expresH 
our feelings as stifongly and forceably^ as any; 
person could express Uieni even in his secret 
chamber. Tak^ a broken-hearted penitent f 
where can he ever find words^ wherein to sup- 
plicate the mercy of his God^ more congenial 
with his feelings than in the Litany^ wHere M 
renews his application to each person of the Sa- 
cred Trinity for mercy^ under the character of 
1^ rniserable siniier? Hear him when kneeling 
before the alter of his God; ^'Almighty God^ 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all 
things, Judge of all nien^ we acknowledge and 
bewail our manifold sins and wickedness which 
we from time to time most grievously have com-^ 
imitted, by thought, word) and deed, against thy 
Divine Majesty^ provokiiig liiost justly thy 
wrath and indignation against us; We do eara- 
l^sily repent^ and are heartily sorry for these our 
oiisdoings; the remembrance of them is griev-' 
ous unto us: the burthen of them is intolerable; 
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father: for 
thy SoQ out tiord Jesqs Christ^s Sake, fi)rgive 
us all that i| past; and grant that we may ever 
hereafter serve and please thee in newness of 
life, to the honour and glory of thy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Ix^rd.** I may venture 
to say that no finite wisdoiu^Quld suggest words 
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anore suited to the feelings or necessities o{% 
jpenitent, than these. 

Take, next, a person full of faith and of the 
Holy Cihust, and ^f he were the devoutest of all 
ftheiiumaa race^ he could never find words, 
^wherein to give scope to all &e exercises of his 
^li nd more suitable than i n the Te Detm ; ^' We 
jpratse tiiee,0 God, we acknowledge thee to be 
the Lord. AH the eart^ dotjh worship thee, 
the Father everlasting. To thee all angels cry 
^lojd, the heavens, and all the powers therein: 
To thee Cherubin and Seraphin continually do 
fcry, Holy, Jloly, Holy^ Lord God of Sabaoth: 
Heaven and earth are full of the Majesty of thy 
^lory ." Hear him also at the table of the Lord. 
'*'lt is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
^ive thanks unto thee> O Lord, holy Father, 
Almighty, everlasting God, Therefore with an- 
gels, and archangles, and with all tlie company 
of heaven, we laud and ipagnlfy thy glorious 
nanvB, evermore praising thee^ and saying. 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts, heaven 
andearth are full of thy glory; g^ory be to thee, 
O Lord most high.^ 

Even where there ai« no particular exercisesi 
of the mind, the Liturgy is calculated to pro- 
duce the greatest possible good : for the gravity 
and sobriety of the whole service are fitted tp 
impress the most careless sinner; whilst the 
various portions of Seripture that are read out 
of the Old and New Testament, not only ftr 
4he Lessons of the day, but i^osok the Psalma dl« 
c 
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^,and from the £pistles and Gospels, are well 
adapted to arrest the attention of the Uioughtless 
and to convey instructions to the most ignorantl 
Indeed 1 consider it as one of Uie highest ex- 
cellencies of our Liturgy, that it is calculated 
to make us wise, intelligent, and sober CSiris- 
tians; it marks a golden mean; it alfects and 
inspires a meek, humble, modest, sober piety, 
equally remote fh>m the coldness of a fonnalist, 
the self-importance of a systematic dogmatissty 
and the unhallowed fervour of a Wild enSmsiast. 
A tender seriousness^ a meek devotimi and an 
humblejoy^vLte the qualities whicl^ it was inten- 
ded, and is calculated, to produce ia all her 
members. 

It remains that we yet further trace the ex- 
cellence of our Liturgy in its Moderation ami 
Candour, 

The whole Christian world has from time t« 
time been agitated with controversies of difier- 
ent kinds ; and human passions have grievous- 
ly debased the characters and actions ^\dn of 
good men in every age. But it should seem 
that the compilers of our Litur^ were inspired 
with a wisdom and moderation peculiar to 
themselves. Th^y kept back no truth what- 
ever through fear of giving offence; yet were 
careful so to state every truth, as to leave those 
inexcusable who should recede from the Church 
on account of any sentiments which she main- 
tained. In this diey imitated the inspired pen- 
men; who do not dwell on doctrines after tho 
nai^iier of bumai) systems, but intraiuce theio 

Digitized by Google 



S5 

incidentally, as it were, as occasion suggeftts^' 
fiod bring them forward always in cojinexioa 
with practical duties. The various perfections 
of God are all stated In different parts ; but all 
in such a way as, without affi>rding any occa« 
sion for dispute^ tends effectually to encourage 
us in our addresses to Htm; The Godhead of 
Christ is constantly asserted^ and different pray«» 
ers are expressly addressed to him ) but noth-» 
ing is said in a way of contentious disputation. 
The influences Of the Holy Spirit^ from whoni 
all holy desires, all good counsels, and ail just 
wcNrks do proceed, are stated,' and ^Hhe inspira« 
tiiki of the Holy Spirit is sought, in order that 
we may perfectly love Go^i and worthily mag- 
nify his holy Name;^^ but all is conveyed in a 
Way of humble devotion^ without reflections 
upon others^ or even a word that dan lead the 
thoughts to (jontroversy of any kindi Even the 
deepest doctrines of our holy religion are occa<> 
sionaily brought forth in a practical view, (ia 
which view alone they ought to be regarded ;) 
that, whilst we contemplate them as truths, we 
may experience their sanctifying efficacy oa 
our hearts. The truths the whole truth, is 
brought forward^ without fear; but it is brought 
forward also without offence : all is temperate; 
all is candid; all is practical; ail is peaceful; 
and every word is spciken in love. This is an 
excellency that deserves particular notice, be« 
cause it is so contrary to what is found in the 
worship of those^ whose addresses to the Most 
High G^d depend w the ioimediate views aod 
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feelings of an individual person, which may bo) 
and notunfrequently are tinctured in a lament-" 
able degree by party-views, and unhallowed 
passions. And we shall do well to bear in 
mind this excellency, in order that we may 
imitate it: and that we may shew to all, that ther 
moderation which so eminently characterizes 
the Offices of our Church, is no less visible in 
all her members. 

Sorry should I be when speaking on this am- 
iable virtue, to transgress it even in the smal- 
lest degree: but I appeal to all who hear me^ 
whether there be hot a want of this virtue in the 
temper of the present times ; and whether, if our 
Reformers themseJ^Ves were to rise again and 
live amongst us ^ their piouS sentiments and holy 
lives would not be with many an occasion of 
offence? I need not repeat the tenns which are 
used to stigihatize those who labour to walk ia 
their pathsj nor will i speak of the jealousies 
which are entertained agbinSt those^ who live 
only to inculcate what our Reformers taught^ 
You need not be told that even the moderate 
sentiment»ofour R^ormersare at this day con- 
demned by many as dangerous errors: and the 
very exertions, whereby alone the knowledge 
of them can be communicated unto men, are 
imputed to vanity and loaded with blame. But 
though I thus speak, I must acknowledge to the. 
I^lory of God, that in no place have m^eration 
and candour shone more conspicuously, than ia 
this distinguished seat of literature and science^ 
and I pray Gpd, tbftt the ^ercis^ of tb^so vip* 
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tnes may be ricliiy recomp^naed from the Loi4 
into every bosom, and be followed with all th^ 
other graces that accompany salvation. 

From this view of our subject it will be nn.U 
urally asked. Do I then consider the Liturgy 
as altogether perfect? I answer, No; it' id a hur 
man composition; and there is nothing human 
that can claim so high a title as th^t of absolute 
perfection, . There are certainly some few ex-» 
pressions which might be altered for the better, 
and which in all probability would have been 
altered at the Conference which was appointed 
for the last revision of it, if the unreasonable 
scrupulosity of some, and the unbending per* 
tinacity of others, had not defeated the object 
of that assembly . . I have before mentioned two 
which, though capable of being vindicated, 
might admit of some improvement. And, as 
I have been speaking strongly of the modera- 
tion and candour of the Liturgy, I will her» 
bring forward the only exception to it that I anx 
aware of; and that is found in the Athapasaa 
Creed.* The damnatory clauses contained in, 
that Creed, do certainly breathe a very differ- 
ent spiffit from tltat which pervades every other 
pa^t of our Liturgy* As to the doctrine of tho 
Creed, it is perfectly sound, and such as ought 
to be universally received. But it is matter of 
regret that any should be led to pronounce a 
sentence of damnation against their fellow^ 
creatures, in any case where God himself has 

*The Athanaran Creed ii omitted in the Americtn Iijtii^ 
Iff. Jim.^fi 
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liot elearly and certainly pronounced it, Y^% 
whilst I say this, permit me to add, that 1 think 
this Creed does not express, nor ever was in* 
tended to express, so much as is generally sup- 
posed; The part principally objected to, is, 
that whole statement, which is contained bet 
tween the first assertion of the doctrine of the 
Trinity, and the other articles of our faith : and 
the objection is, that the damnatory clausea 
which would be justifiable, if confined to the 
general assertion respecting the doctrine of the 
Trinity, become unjustifiable, wbep extended 
to the whoi§ of that which is annexed to it. 
Put, if we suppose that this intermediate part 
was intended as t^n explanatiQ^ of the doctrine 
in question, we still, I think, ought not to be 
understood afi affirming respecting that expia* 
nation all that we affirm respecting the doctrine 
itself, If any one will read the Athanaaian 
Creed with attention, he will find three damna- 
tory c lauses ; one at the heginning, which is con<^ 
fined to the general doctripe of the Trinity ; 
another at the close of what, for argument sake, 
we call the explanation of t)iat doctrine; and 
another at the end, relating to the other articles 
of the Creed, such as the incarnation, death, 
and resurrciction of Christ, and his coming at 
the last day to judge the world. Now whoever 
will compare the three clauses, will find a 
marked difference between them; those which 
relate to the general doctrine of the Trinity, 
^nd to the other articles of the Creed, are strong j- 
asserting positively that the poi^ilti muai be he-* 
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Umsed, and that too cnpainofeioerlagtingdafn^ 
mxtidn; but that which is annexed to the exjUa- 
nation of the doctrine, asserts only, that a man 
who is in earnest abouf his salvation ought to 
think thus of the Trinity. The words in the 
original are, Qui mitt ergo salvus esse, ita de 
Trinitate sentiai; and this shews in what sense 
we are to i4nderstand the more ambiguous Ian* 
guage of our translation ; ^*He therefore that 
will he saved, (i. e. is willing^ or desirous to be 
saved,) mttst thus think {let Aim thus think) of 
the Trinity.^' Thus it appears that the things 
contained in the beginning and end of the Creed 
are spoken of as matters of faith; but this which 
is inserted in the midst, as a matter of opinion 
only : in reference to the first and last parts, the 
certainty of damnation is asserted ; but in re- 
ference to the intermediate part, nothing is asf 
serted, except that such are the views which 
we owht to entertain of the point in question. 
Now fwould ask, was this difference the effect 
of chance? or rather, was it not actually inten- 
ded, in order to guard against the very objec- 
tion that id here adduced? 

This then is the answer which we give on 
the supposition that the part which appears so 
objectionable, is to be considered as an expla- 
nation of the doctrine in question. But what 
if it was never intended as an explanation^ 
What ifjt contains only a jw*oo/*of that doctrine, 
and an appeal to our reason that that doctrine 
is true? Yet, if we examine the Creed, we shall 
find this to be the real &ct. Let us in few 

""^ r I 
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irorAs point ^ut the steps of tiie argument. 

The Creed says, 'The Catholic &ith is this; 
diat we worship one God in Trinity, and Tria* 
ity in Uiii|y: neither confounding the persons^ 
nor dividing the substance;^ and then it pro- 
ceeds, 'ToB there is one person of the Father,^ 
and so on; an^ then, after proving the distinct 
personality of the Father, of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost, and their unity in the Godhead, it 
adds, ''So THAT in all things, as isaforesaid, the 
Unity in Trinity, and the Trinity in Unity, is 
to be worshipped. Hs therbfohjb that will be 
saved, must thus think of the Trinity.^' Here 
are all l^e distinct parts of an argument. The 
position affirmed— -the proofs adduced— *the de« 
ductioa made-^and the conclusion drawn in 
reference to the importance of receiving and ac« 
knowledging that aoctrine: 

From hence then I infer, that the damnato- 
ry clauses shoidd be understood only in refer- 
ence to the doctrine affirmed, and not be exten- 
ded to the parts which are adduced only ia 
confirmation of it; and, if we believe that the 
doctrine of Uie Trinity is a fuadamental article 
of the Christian &tth, we may without any 
breach of charity apply to that doctrine what 
our Lord spake of the Gospel at large,"He that 
believeth and is baptized, shall be saved, and 
he that believeth not shall be damned.^' 

Thus, in either view, the use of the Creed 
may be vindicated : for, if we consider the ob^ 
noxious part as an expUmaiionf the terms re« 
quiring it to be received, are iateationally sof: 
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iened ; and if we consider it as a proof j it is ta 
the doctrine proved, and not to the proof an-^ 
nexed, that the damnatory clauses are feirly 
applicable^ 

Still, after all, I confess, that if the same can* 
dour and moderation that are observable in all 
other, parts of the Liturgy, had been preserved 
here, it would have been better. For though I 
do verily believe, that those who deny the doc- 
trine of the Trinity, are in a fatal error, and 
will find themselves so at the day of judgment^ 
I would rather deplore the curse that awaits 
them, than denounce it; and rather weep over 
them in my secret chamber, than utter anathe"- 
mas against them in the house of God. 

I hope I have now met the question of oMt 
Liturgy fairly. I have not confined myself to 
general assertions, but have set forth the diffi^ 
culties which are supposed to exist against it^ 
and have given such a solution of them, as I 
think IS sufficient to satisfy any conscientious 
mind ; though it is still matter of regret that any 
laboured explanation of them should be neces'^ 
•ary. 

Now then, acknowledging that our Liturgy 
is not absolutely perfect, and that those who 
most admire it would be glad if these few blem- 
ishes where removed; have we not still abund** 
ant reason to be thankful for it? Let its excel- 
lencies be &irly weighed ; and its blemibhes 
will sink into nothing: let its excellencies be 
duly appreciated, and every person in the king« 
<k)m will acknowledge himself deeply ia(l.ebt^ 
p3 
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ID those, who with so much care and piety- 
compiled it. 

But these blemishes alone are seen by mul* 
titudes: and its excellencies are altogether for- 
gotten: yea, moreover, frequent occasion i» 
taken from these blemishes to persuade men to 
renounce their communion with the Establish- 
ed Church, in the hopes of finding a purer wor- 
ship elsewhere. With what justice such argu- 
ments are urged, will best appear by a cpn^ar- 
ison between the prayers that are oflfered else- 
where,^ and those that are o^ered in the Estab- • 
Kshed Church. There are about 1 1 ,000 places 
of worship in the Established Churchy and 
about as many out of it. Now take the prayers 
that are offered on any Sabbath in all places 
out of the Establishment f have them all writ- 
ten down, and every expression sifted and scru- 
tinized as our Liturgy has been ; then compare 
them with the prayers that have been- offered 
in all the Churches of the kingdom; and see 
what comparison the extemporaneous elusions 
will bear with our pre-composed forms. Hav- 
ing done this for one sabbcUh^ proceed to do it 
for a yean and then^ after a similar examina- 
tion, compare them again ; were this done, (and 
done it ought to be in order to form a correct 
judgment on the case,) methinks there is searce- 
ly a man in the kingdom that would not fall 
down on his knees and bless God for the Litur- 
gy of the Established Church. 

All that is wanting is, an heart suited to the 
-J^tupgy, an4 Qast as it w^re int^ that i»oM. 
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It may with truth be said of us, "They h*av0 
well said all that they have spoken^: O that 
there were in them such an heart P'' Let u9 
only suppose that on any particular occasion 
there were in all of us such a state of mind as 
the Liturgy is suited to express : what glorious 
"Worship woul^purs be \ and how certainly would 
God delight to hear and bless us T We will 
not say that he would come down and fill the 
house with his visible glory, as he did in the 
days of Moses and of Solomon : but we will say, 
that he would confe down and fill our souls with 
such a sense of his presence and love, as would 
transform us into his blessed image, and Con- 
stitute a very heaven upon earth. Let each of 
us then adopt the wish in our text, and say, 
*'0 that there may be in me such an heart !'^ Let 
us cultivate the moderation and candour which 
are there exhibited; divesting ourselves of all 
prejudice against religion, and receiving with 
impartial readiness the whole counsel of our 
God. More particularly, whenever we come 
up to the house of God, let us seek those very 
dispositions in the use of the Liturgy, which' 
our reformers exercised in the framing of it. 
Let us bring with us into the presence of our 
God that spirituaiiiy of mind that shall fit us;. 
for communion with him, and that purity of 
heart which is th<e commencement of the Di« 
vine image in the soul. Let us study when- 
ever we join in the different parts of this Litur- 
^y, to get our hearts suitably impressed with 
The work in which wq are eosfag^d; ttn^i o\xi^ 
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0Ofifes8ioDS may be humble, our petitions fer- 
Tent, our thanksgivings devout, and our whole 
souls obedient to the word we hear. In a word 
let us not be satisfied wkh any attainments, but 
labour to be holy as God himself is holy, and 
perfect even as our Father whieb is in heaven 
is perfects If flrow a doubt remain on the mindl 
of any individual respecting th» transcendent 
excellence of the Litur^y^ let him only take 
the Litany, and go through every petition of it 
attentively, and at the close of every petition 
ask himself, What sort of a person should 1 bes 
tf this petition were so saswered to me, that I 
liyed henceforth according to it f and what kind 
of a world wooid this be, if all the people that 
were fn ft experienced the same answer, and 
walked according to the same model f If,, for 
instance, we were all from this hour delivered 
^from all blindness of heart, from pride, vain« 
glory, and hypocrisy f from envy, hatred, and 
malice, and all uncharttableness; if we were 
delivered also ^^ from all other deadly sin, and 
from all the deceits of the world, the flesh, and 
the devil ;• wheit happiness should we not pos- 
sess? How happy would the Church he^ if it 
should ^' please God to illuminate all bishops, 
priests, and deacons with true knowledge and 
understanding of his word, so that both by their 
preaching and living, they did set it forth and 
shew it accordingly t*^ How blessed also would 
the whole tuition be, if it pleased God to '^ endue 
the Lords of the Council, and all the nobility, 
irith gracey wisdom, and uadeistaading ^ and tc^ 



>d by Google 



^5 

.^bless and keep the magistrates, giving Aem 
grace to execute justice and to maintain truth; 
smd further to bless all his people throughout 
the landr^* Tea, what a world would this be^ 
if from this moment God should ^^ give to all 
nations unity^ peace, and concord!" Were 
. these prayers once answered, we should hear 
00 more complaints of our Liturgy^, nor ever 
wish for any thing in publiCf better than that 
which is provided (or usw May God hastea^ 
forward that happy day, when all the assem- 
blies of his people throughout the land shall en- 
ter fully into the spirit of these prayers, and bo 
answered in the desire of their hearts: receiv- 
ing from him an ^ increase of grace, to hear 
meekly his word* to receive it with pure a^ec- 
^on, and tohring^forth the fruits of the Spirit^' 
And to us in particular may he give, even to 
every individual ^moogst us, ^^ true repentance 
and forgive us all our sins, negligences, and 
ignorancea; and endue us with^the grace of his 
Holy Spirit, that we may amend our lives ac- 
cording to his holy word,^ Amen and Amen. 

*Tht pnyien for ekil ndentre iidapied in the Amerieaii 
Bookof Common jpi»7«r« to tii«soTen»«Bt of the Umte4 
Mtef. Jm.£d. 
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Dbitt. v. 28, 29, 

^They have well mid all that they have spo1ceti{ 
O that there were such an heart in them, 

THE further we proceed in the investigation 
of our Liturgy, the more we feel the difficulty 
of doing justice to it. Such is* the dpirit which 
it breathes throughout, tbatifonJy a small mea- 
sure of its piety existed in all the different con- 
gregations in which it is used, we should be as 
^ holy and as happy a people, as ever the Jews 
were in the roost distinguished periods of their 
hi8tor> , If this object has not been yet atta ined 
it is not the fault of our Reformers; they have 
done all that men could do, to transmit to the 
latest posterity the blessings which they them- 
selves had received; and there is not a mem- 
ber of our Church who has not reason to bless 
Ciod every day of his life for their labours. But 
they knew that it would be to little purpose to 
provide suitable forms of prayer for every dif^ 
ferent occasion, if they did not also secure, as 
far as human wisdom could secure, a succes* 
sion of men, who, actuated by the same ardent 
piety as themselves, should perform the dif!er- 
ent offices to the greatest advantage, and carry 
on by their personal ministrations the blessed 
work which they had begun. Here therefore 
)^bey bestowed the uti^ost cure^ marking wit]| 
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precmon what we»e the qualificattons requi* 
(Bite for the mioMterial office, and binding in the 
most solemn maimer all Vfho should be conse^ 
erated to it, to a diligent and &ithful discharge 
of their respective duties. 

When we first spake of the Liturgy, we pro- 
posed, after vindicating its use, and displaying 
its excellency, to direct your attention to one 
particular part, which on that account we 
tshould reserve for a distinct and fuller consid^ 
eralion. The part we had in view was, 'Hie 
Ordination Service. We are aware indeed 
that, in calling your attention so particularly 
to that, we stand on delicate ground; but being 
aware of it, we shall take the greater care that 
no one sbali have reason to complain of a want 
of delicacy )t is the candour that has invaria- 
bly manifested itself in this congregation, that 
emboldens me to bring this subject before you^ 
Any attempt to discuss the merits of the Litur- 
gy would indeed be incoinplete, if we omitted 
to notice that part, which so pre-eminently dis^ 
plays its highest excellencies, and is peculiar- 
ly appropriate to the audience which I have 
the honour to address. I trust therefore I shall 
not be thought assuming, as though! had any 
pretensions to exalt myself above the least and 
lowest of my brethren, I well know, that, if 
my own deficiencies were &r less than they 
are, it would ill become me to take any other 
than the lowest place; and much more, when 
I am conscious that they are so great and mani« 
^id. For my own humiliation, no lelts tl^ai^ 
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&at ef others, I enter on the task ; and I pntf 
•God, that, whilst 1 am shewing what our Re« 
formers inculcated as pertaining to the pasto- 
ral office, we may all apply the subject to our^ 
selves, and intreat help from God, that, as '^we 
have well said all that we have spoken, so there 
may be in us such an heart.^^ 

There are three things to be noticed in the 
Ordination Service, Our professions, our pramf 
isesj and our prayers; after considering wbichy 
we shall endeavour to excite in all that, desire, 
which God has so tenderly, aad so afiectiooate* 
ly, expressed in our behal£ 

Let me begin then with calling your atten-^ 
ion to the professions which we make, when 
first we become candidates fo^ the ministerial 
office. 

^ So sacred was the priesthood under the Law, 
that no man presumed to take it upon himself 
but he who was called to it by God, as Aaron 
was. And though the priesthood of ouri>lessed 
Lord was of a totally distinct kind from that 
which shadowed it fortk,^' yet did he not glorify 
himself to be made an high puest,^' but was so 
constituted by his heavenly Father, who com- 
mitted to .him that office ^^ after the order of 
Melchizedec.'^ Some call therefore, as irom 
God himself, is to be experienced by all who 
devote themselves to the service of the sanctu- 
ary.^ Of this our Reformers were convinced^ 
and hence they required the ordaining bishop to 
put to every candidate that should come before 
^iw this solemn interrogation; <^Do you trm4 
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that you are Inwardly moved by the Holy Ghost 
to' tike upon you this office f to which he an- 
swers," I trust so."* 

Now I am far from intimatfhg that this call, 
which every candidate for Orders professes to 
have received, resembles that which was giveii 
to the Apostles: it is certainly not to be under- 
stood as though it were a voice or suggestion 
'Coming directty from the Holy Ghost: for 
though (rod may reveal his will in this manner 
just as he did in the days of old, yet we have no 
ifeason to think that h^does. The motion here 
spoken d* is less perceptible: it does not carry 
its own evidence along whh it, (as did that 
which in an rnstant prevailed on the Apostles 
to forsake their worldly business, and to follow 
Christ ;) but it disposer the mind in a gradual 
And silent way to enter into the service of God : 
partly from a sense of obligation to him for his 
redeeming love, partly from a compassion for 
the ignorant and perishing multitudes around us 
dnd partly from a desire to be ah honoured in- 
strument in the Redeemer's hands to establish 

*The church also insists 6n the necessity of a reffular 
external call, ot eommunon: For die bishop detnahds m th» 
candidate, "Do von trust that yon are truly called^ accord- 
ing to the will of onr Lord Jesus Christ,^ and according to 
ihe cawm$ of this ishurcb, to the ministry of the same.'^ 
And the preface to the ordination offices dtelares, "N6 mail 
fhall be accounted or taken to be a hmM bishop, priest os 
deacon in this church, or suffered to execute any of the 
iteid fitnctions^ exce|»t ht he called , tried, examined and ad- 
mitted theremto, according to Uie form hereafter following. 
<g: hsith h«d epiioopal «ooi6Witio« ex wnUMtion^^' 4* £«i 
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imd enlarge his kingdoQi in the worlds Less 
than thid cannot reasonably be supposed to be 
comprehended in that question: &nd the way to 
answer it with a good conscience iS| to examine 
ourselves whether we have an eye to our owa 
ease, honour, or preferment ; or whether we have 
really a love to the souls of men, and a desire 
to promote the honour ef our God? The ques- 
tion, in this view of it gives no scope for enthu- 
siasm, nor does it leave any ro&ak for douht up-^ 
on the mind of him that is to answer it: every 
man may tell^ whether he feels so deeply the 
value of his own soul, as tp be anxious also for 
the souls of others, and whether, independent 
of worldly, considerations, he has such love to 
the Lord Jesus Christ, as to desire above ail 
things to advance his glory. These feelings 
are not liable to be mistaken, because they are 
always accompanied with corresponding ac- 
tions, and always productive of appropriate 
fruits. 

Now in all eases where this profession hai^ 
been made, it may be said, ''They have well 
said all that they have spoken.^' For this pro- 
fession is a public acknowledgment that such 
a call is necessary; and it serves as a barrier 
to exclude from the sacred office many, who 
would otherwise have undertaken it from world*' 
ty motives. And though it is ttue^ diat too 
many break through this barrier^ yet k stands 
88 a witness against them, and in very many 
instances an effectual witness; testifying to 
tji^ir cQQScieoc^s^ thftt tbey hftvecome to God 
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with a He in their right hand, and makidg Thei9 
to tremble , lest they should be condemned at 
the tribunal of their God« for having, like An- 
anias and Sapphire, lied unto the Holy Ghost. 
Ybs, very many, who have lightly uttered these 
words when they first entered into the ministry, 
liave been led by them afterwards to examine 
their motives more attentively, and to humble 
themselves for the iniquity they have connnit- 
ted and to surrender *ip themselves with re- 
doubled •energy to the service of their God. 
Though therefore we regret that any should 
make this profession en insufficient grounds, we 
rejoice that it is required of all: and we pray 
God^ that all who have made it, may re-consider 
it with die attention it deserves; and that ali 
who propose to make it, may pause, till they 
have maturely weighed the import of their as- 
sertion, andean call God himself to attest the 
truth of it. 

Let us next turn our attention to the prom- 
ises by which we bind ourselves on that occa- 
sion. 

In the service for the Ordination of Priests, 
there is an exhortation from the bishop, which 
every minister would do well to read at least 
once every year. To give a just view of this 
part of our Liturgy, we must briefly open to 
you the contents of that exhortation ; the differ- 
ent parts of which are afterwards brought be- 
fore us in the shape of questions, to every one 
of which a distinct and solemn answer is de< 
giaiided^ as in the presence of the heart-searcb- 
d4 
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ing God. The exhortation consists of two 
parts ; in the first .of which we are enjoined to 
consider the importance of that high office ta 
which we are ceiled: and in the second, wenre 
urged to exert ourselvesto the uttermost in the 
discharge of it. 

In reference to the former of these it speaks 
thus : "Now we exhort you in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that you have in reraem-t 
hrance, into bow high a dignity, and to how 
weighty an office and charge ye are called ; 
that is to say, to be Messengers, Watchmen » 
dnd Stewards of the Lord ; to teach and to pre* 
^onish, to feed and provide for the Lord's fam- 
ily; to seek for Christ's sheep that are disper- 
sed abroad, and for his children who are in the 
pdidst of this naughty world, that they may be 
(saved through Christ for ever." 

Where in such few words can we find so stri- 
king a representation of the dignity of our office 
as in this address ? We are "Messengers" from 
the Most High God to instruct men in the 
knowledge of his will, and to communicate to 
them the glad tidings of salvation through the 
mediation of his Son : We are " Watchmen," 
to warn them of their danger, whilst they con- 
tinue without an interest in Christ; And we are 
^^Stewards," to superintend his household, and 
to deal out to every one of his servants from 
day to day whatsoever their respective neces- 
sities require. Now if we occupied such an 
office in the house of an earthly monarch only, 
our dignity were great j but to be thus engag^ 
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in the dervice of the King of kings, is an hondnf 
far greater than the temporal government of 
the whole universe. Should we not then bear . 
in mind what an office is devolved upon us ? 

From speaking thus respecting th^dignUyof 
the minisiry; it proceeds to spleak of the impar* 
tance of the trust committed to us i '^Have air- 
ways therefore printed in your remembrance 
how great a treagwe, is committed to your 
charge. For they are the sheep of Christ which 
he bought ^ith his deaths and for whom hd 
ihed his blood; l*he congregation whom you 
must serve, is his spouse^ and his body;^' What 
a, tender and affecting representation is here! 
The souls committed to our care are represent 
ted as 'Hhe sheep of Qhrist, which he bought 
with his deaths and fo^ which he shed his blocra.'' 
What bounds would there be to our exertions^ 
if w6 eonsidered as we ought^ that we are en- 
gaged in that v^ry work^ for which our Lord 
Jesus Christ came down from the bosom of (his 
Father j and shed his blood upon the cross; and 
that to us he looks for the completion of his ef> 
forts in the salvation of a ruined world? Fur* 
ther still, they are represented as ^< the spouse 
and body of Christ,^' whose welfare ought to be 
infinitely dearer to us than life itself We know 
what concern men would feel, if the life of their 
bwn spouse, or of their oWn body, were in dan«* 
fler, though they could only hope to protract 
for a few years a frail and perishable existence; 
what then ought we not to feel for Hhe spouse 
andbody ofChrist,^^ whose everlastiOftWOlfiu:^ 
te dependent on our exertions I 
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Afier' tliiift' impresskif oa our min^ the iin- 
portaace of oar office, the exhortation proceeds 
in the next place to urge us to a diligent per-' 
formanoe of iu It reimnda u% that we are an- 
swerable to God fer every soul committed to 
our charge: that there must be no limit to our 
^kertions, except what the capacity of our 
jsinds and the strength of our bodies have as-' 
signed. It calls upon us to use all the means 
in our power to qualify ourselves fi>r the die* 
charge of it, by withdrawing ourselves from 
"worldly cares, worldly ple^ures, worldly stu^ 
dies, worldly habits, and pursuits of every kind, 
in order to fix the whole best of our minds on 
t)ie study of the Holy Scriptures, and of those 
things which will assist us in the understanding 
oF ll^mw it directs us to be instant in prayer 
to God for' the assistance of his Holy Spirit, by 
"whose gracious influences alone we slnll be 
enabled to fulfil our duties aright^ And, final- 
ly, it si^oins us so to regulate our own lives, 
wd so to govchrh our respective families, that 
"Vhd may t^ patterns to all around us; and that 
^we may be able to address our congregations in 
the language of St. Paul, ^^Whatsoever ye have 
heard and seen in me, dov and the God of peace 
shall be with you.^' But it will be satisfactory 
to you to hear the very words of the exhorta- 
tion itself; '<If it^hall happen the same church 
or any member thereof, do take any hurt or 
hindrance by reason of your negligence, ye 
luiow the gfeatness of the fiiult, and also the 
hoKiUe punishment that will ensue* Whei«^ 
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Ibfe consider with yourselves the ead otysm 
fBinistry towards the .children of God^ towards 
^he spouse and body of Christ; and see that you 
never €6086 your UAburi yo^ fiore and diUgene» 
fintil you have done aU that Ueth in yoif, accor* 
.idinfr to your boundbn duty; to bring all such as 
«re or shall be committed to your ^charge unto 
that agreement in the fa;ith and knowledge of 
God and to thatripenes^ and perfect ness of age 
in Christ, that there be no place left among you 
either for error in r$lmon« or for viciousnsss 
IJflife.'' 

<'Torasmucfh then «ts your effice is both of 
«o great excellency, and of so great. difficulty, 
ye see wi^ how great care and study ye ou|^t 
lo apply youraelves, a£ well that ye may shew 
yourselves dutiful and thankful unto that Latd 
who hath placed you in so high a dignity; ajs 
.also to beware that . neither you y cursives of- 
fend, nor be occasion that others o^iid . How- 
lieit ye canm^ have a mind and yrjAl thereto of 
yourselves; for that will aad ability is given of 
God aloae; therefore ye ought^ and have need 
to pray earnestly for his Holy Spirit. And, 
seeing that you cannot by any other ineans com* 
pass the doing of so wei^ty a worfc^ pertaining 
to the salvation of naan^ but with doctrine and 
exhortation taken out of the Holy llcriptures, 
Und wi^ alife^greeableto thesame; consider 
how stiAlioue ye ought to be in reading and 
learning the Scriptures, and an framing the 
manners both of ypurselves and of them that 
iPpecially pertain tmio you, accofding to tjb9 
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rule of the same scriptures: and for this sel^ 
same cause, how ye ought to forsake and set 
jaside (as much as you may) all worldly cares 
and studies." 

Here let tfs pause a moment, to reflect, what 
ptress our Reformers laid on. the Holy Scrip- 
tures, as the only sure directory for our faith 
and practice, and the only certain rule of all our 
ministrations. They have clearly given it as 
th^ir sentiment, that to study the word of God 
ourselves, and to open it to others, is the proper 
labour of a minister; a labour, that calls for ali 
his time, and all his attention : and by this zeal 
of their^ in behalf of the Inspired Yolume, they 
ivere happily successful in bringing it into gen- 
eral use. But, if they could look down upon us 
at this time, and see what an unprecedented 
2eal has pervaded all ranks and orders of men 
amongst us, for the dissemination of that truth, 
'which they, at the expense of their own lives, 
transmitted to us; how would they rejoice and 
leap for joy ! Yet, meihinks, if they cast an eye 
upon this favoured sjiot, and saw, that, whilst 
the Lord Jesus Christ is thus exalted in almost 
every other place, we are lukewarm in his 
cause ; an^ whilst thousands all ctround us are 
emulating each other in exertions to extend his 
kingdom through the world, we, who are so lib- 
eral on other occasipns, have not yet appeared 
in his favour ; they w^nild be ready to rel>uke our 
tardiness, as David did the indifference of Ju- 
dah, from whom he had reason to expect the 
mpst active support; "Why are ye the last t«f 
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bring ihekine back to his houfte, seeing the 
^peec)) of all &rael is come to the king, even te 
his house ?^'* But I am peri^uaded, that there i^ 
nothing wanting but that a suitable proposal be 
made by some person of influence aipongst us| 
and we e|haU soon approve ourselves worthy 
sons of those pious ancestors ; I would hope 
there is not an individui^l amongst us, who 
would not gladly lend his aid, that^^ the wor4 
of the Lord may run ieind be glorified,^^ not i^ 
this kingdom only, but, if possible^ throughoul 
all the earth. 

But to return to th^ bishop's ex)iortation« 
f^ We have good hope that you have .well weighr 
ed and pondered these things with yourselves 
long before this time; and that you have clearly 
determined, by God's grace, to give yoursehpa 
fohoUy to this 0^6, whereunto it hath pleased 
God to call you f so that, as much as lieth in you, 
you will apply yourselves wholly to this one 
thing, and draw all yout cares and studies ihi^ 
way ; and that you will continually pray to Godi 
the Father, by the mediation of oU|! only Sa* 
viour Jesus Christ, for the heavenly assistance 
0f the Holy Ghost: that by daily reading and 
weighing of the Scriptures, ye may wax riper 
and stronger in your ministry^ and that ye may 
Uo endeavour yourselves fropi time to time to 
sanctify the lives of you and yours, and to fash- 
ion them after the rule and doctrine of Christ, 
that ye may be wholesome and gddly examplef 
and patterns for the people to follow, 

«3l5aQl.zix,ll. |(2 
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After this/thef bishop calling upon the cftfi^ 
^idates in the name of God and of his churchy 
%o give a plain and solemn answer to the ques- 
tions which he shall propose to them, puts the 
substance of the exhortation into several dis- 
tinct questions, two of which only, for brevity 
«ake, we will repeat: ^ Will you be diligent in 
prayers , and in reading of the Holy Scriptures, 
and in such studies as help to the knowledge 
of the same, laying aside thefitudy of the world 
and the flesh T' To which we answer, ^I will 
endeavour myself so to do, the Lord being my 
helper ;^^ Then he asks again; ^Will you to dil- 
igent to frame and fashion your own selves and 
familie8,according to the doctrine of Oirist, and 
to make both yourselves and them, as much as 
in you lieth, wholesome examples and patterns 
to the flock of Christ IV To which we answer, 
H will apply myself theiBtOy the Lord being my 
helper.'' 

These are the fivomises which we make be- 
fore God in the most solemn manner at the time 
of our Ordination. Now I would ask, Can any 
human being entertain a doubt, whether iri ma* 
king these promises, we have Aot ^ wel^ said 
all that we faaveepolEent^ Can any of us say^ 
that too much has been required ofusf Do we 
not see and fsel, that, as the honour of the of- 
fice is great, so is the difliculty of perfi^rming 
it aright, and the danger of peiformiiig it in a 
aegliffcnt and heartless manner f If a nan un- 
dertake any ofiice that requires indefiUt^ahle 
exertion, and Aat involves the temporal inter- 



>d by Google 



79 



csto of men to a great extent, we expect of that 
Bian the utmost diligence and care. If thes, 
such be expected of the servants of men, where 
temporal interests <>nly are affected, what must 
l>e expected of the servants of God, where the 
eternal interests of men, and tte everlasting 
honour of God, ai« so deeply concerned f I say 
again, We cannot but atpprove the promises we 
have made^ and methinks, Grod himself^ when 
he heard our vows, expressed \l\» approbation 
•f them, saying, ^^They have well said all that 
Ihey have spoken.^' 

We come, lastly, to mention our prayers^. 
which were o^red to God on that occasion. 

And here we have ene of the most pious, and 
effecting institutions 4hat ever was established 
vpon earth. The biahop, who during the pre* 
ceding exhortation and questions has been sea- 
fed in hts. ehoir, now rises up^ and in a standing 
posture makes his earnest supplication to God 
in behalf of ail the candidates, »n liiese words;. 
^ Almighty God, who hath given you this will 
to do all these things, gi^nt also unto you 
stsength and power to perform the same; that 
he may accomplish his work which he had be* 
gun in vou, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.'^ Ader this a request is made to the 
whole congi^egation tlien presentt to offer up 
their prayers in secret to God, and to make 
their supplications to God for all these things.. 
And, that they may have time to do so it is ap- 
|K)inted, that silence shaU be kept far a space t 
liba jiuhUc ^.rvicos being for a while susp^ndi^ 
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ia order to give the congregation an oj^ortuQi* 
ty of pouring out their souls befone God in be* 
Jialf of the persons who are to be ordained. 

What an idjda doep this give us of the sanctity 
of our office, and of the need we have of Divine 
assistance for the performance of it ! And how 
))eautifully does it intimate to the people the ta« 
lerest they have in an efficient ministry i Sure- 
ly, if they felt as they ought their need of spiri- 
tual instruGtionf they woiild never discontinue 
jtheir prayers for those who are placed over 
them in the Lord, but would plead in tixeir be^ 
half night and day. 

After a suffi^^ient time has been allowed for 
these private devotions, ^ hymn to the Holy 
Ghost is introduced; {tH^ candidates all cqnHit^ 
ning in a kneeUng posUare;). a hymn, which ia 
beauty of composition and spirituality of import 
cannot easily be surpassed. Time will notul* 
low roe to make any observations upon it; but 
jt would be a great injustice to our Liturgy, if 
I should omit to recite it; and it will be a pro* 
fitable employment, if, whilst we recite it, we 
all adopt it as expressing our own desires, and 
|kdd our Amen to every petition contained in it* 

f' Come Holy Ghost, our souls inspire. 
And lighten with celestial fire. 
Thou ue anointing dpirit art. 
Who dost thy seyen-'fol4 gifts impart. 
Thy blessed unction from aboire, 
Is comfort, life, and fire of love. 
Enable with perpetual light 
The dulness of our blinded sight, 
^oint and cheer our soiled lace 
^With the abundance of thy grace. 
|[eep lar oar foes; give peace at home; 
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Wben thoUKt Guide, no ill can «(me» 
Teach ns to know the fVither, Son, 
JilKi thee, of both, lobe but one: 
• Th^t tbrou|^ the ages all along, 
' This may be our endless song; 
Praise to thy eternal merit, 
Fathei^ Son, and Holy Sjurif 

In tbis devout hymn the a^eaey of the Holjr 
fipirity as the one source of light, and peace, and 
liottness^ is fully acknowledged, and earnestly 
fiought as the necessary means of forming pas* 
tors afier God^ heart: and it is well entitled to 
the encomium which has beea already so often 
tnenttoned, ^^Tfaey have well said ail that they 
liave spdteft/^ 

Fdssing over the remaining pray^ns, we con« 
elude this part of our subject with observing, 
that no eoQtiieris tlie imposition of hands fin- 
ished, and tlie commission given to the candi- 
dates t6 preach the gospel, than the newly or- 
dained ministers consecrate themselves to God 
at his table; and seal, as it were, their vows by 
partaking of the body and blond pf Christ; into 
whose service they have been just admitted,, and 
whom theyiiave sworn4o«^rve widi their whole 
hearts. 

Thus far then ^ all is well said i*' and if our 
liearts be in unison with our words, verily we 
«hail have reason to bless God to all eternity. 
^'O that there itere in us such an heart f 

Glad should I be, if your time would admit of 
it, to set forth at considerable length the bene- 
fits that would accrue froma conformity of heart 
in us to all that has beeQ biefoie stated; but the 
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indul^ace with which I have hitherto heen &« 
voured must not be abused. I shall therefore 
^loee the subj^ct with only two reflections, iU 
lustrative of the wish contained in the text* 

First, if such an heart were in us, kowhapp^ 
jshovM toe be in unir aum souls ! Men may be so 
thoughtless, as to cast off all concern about fu* 
turity, and to say, '4 shall have peace, though 
% walk in the imagination of my heart,^^ But, 
if once we begin to indulge any serious reflec* 
lions we cannot avoid thinking of our responsi* 
hility on account of the souls committed to our 
charge. Theuj if we bring to mind that 9pl9mQi 
declaration of God, that ^^ the souls of our peo- 
ple shall be required at our hands,** weinustof 
necessity tremble for our state. The concerns 
of our own souls are of more weight than all 
other things in the world; and the thought of 
perishing under the weight of our own personal 
transgressions is inexpres^ibly awful , but the 
thought of perishing under the guilt of destroy- 
ing hundreds and ikousands o\ i^^nortal souls, 
is so shocking, that it cannot be endured: if 
once admitted into the mind, it will fill us with 
consternation and terror ; and the^xcuses which 
Qow appear so satis&ctory to us, wJU vanish 
Ijke smoke. We shall not then think it suflicient 
to have fulfilled our duties by proxy ; since othem 
ean but perform their own duties; nor can any 
diligence of their^s ever justify our neglect: 
leaving sworn for ourselves, we must execute for 
9urselves; nor ever be satisfied with committing 
li^t trust te others, which at the bar of judg> 
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Sient we must give account of for cntseUesi 
or fiMt we then think it sufficient to plead] 
that we have other engagements, which inter- 
fere with the tiischarge of our ministerial du- 
ties; unless we can he assured, that God will 
wave his -cltrims upon us, and acknowledge 
the labours wfiich we have undertaken for our 
own temporal advantage, more important than 
those, which resp^t his honour, and man^s sal- 
vation. On the other hand, if we have die tes«* 
timony of our own consciences^ that we have 
endeavoured feithfully to perform our ordination 
vows, and to execute, thouffh wift much imper- 
fection, the work assigned us, we eftnll lift up 
our heads with. joy. Matter for deep hfumifia- 
tion indeed, even the most laborious mmisters 
will find: but at the same time they will have 
an inward consciousness^ that they have exerted 
themselves sincerely fer God, though not so ear* 
nestly as they might: and, inthe hq)e that the 
Saviour, whose love they have proclaimed to 
others, willhave mercy upon them, they cast 
themselves on him f6r the acceptance of their 
services, and expect trough him the salvation 
of theirsouls. Moreover, if we have been dili- 
gent in the discharge of our high office, we shall 
have a good hope £at we have been instrumen- 
tal to £e salvattOA of others, whom we shall 
have aaoorjoy and crown of rejoicing in the 
last day.^ With these prospects before us, we 
ahalt labour patiently, waiting, like thehus- 
tendmaa, for a distant harvest. Trials we shall ' 
teve of aaay kinds; ^nd many arising solely 
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|)roin our fidelity to God : but we shall bear opi 
finder them, going ^Hhrough evil report and good 
report,^' till we have fought our fight, and fia<r 
ished our course: and then at last we shall bee 
welcomed as &ithful servants into the joyous 
presence of oui^ Lord. Who would not wish 
foirsuch happiness as this? Only tlien let our 
bearts experience what our lips have uttered, 
and that pappiness is ours : only let our profes-? 
eions be verified, our promises fulfilled^ and our 
i^rayers realized^ and all will be well : God wjli 
«ee in us the heart which he approves, and will 
lionour us witlii testimonies of his approbation 
to all eternity, 

. My second observation is. If there were in u^ 
«uch an heart, What blessings would resuUUn 
all arqnnd usf Tiie careless minister may 
spend many years in a populous parish, and 
yet never se§ one sinner conv^irted from the er* 
xor of his ways, or turned unto God it\ newness 
oflife. But the ^ithful servai^t Q^Jehovah will 
j^ave some fruit of his ministry. God will an* 
sw^r to him that prayer at the close of the Or- 
dination Service, ^fGrant that thy word spoken 
by their mouths, may have such success, that 
it may never be spoken in vain.'^ God indeed 
4oes not make all equally useful ; but he will 
leave none without witness, that the word which 
they preach is his Word, and that it is <^ the 

Iower of God unto the salvation of men." Be- 
old, wherever such a minister is fixed, what a 
change takes place in ^ferenpe to religion^ 
il^ pbftiofit^l;^ wkkodi vk9 ^th«r bwr bisi 
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•with prejudice, or turn their backs on His mint 
istry, may possibly be only more hardened by 
the means he uses for their conversion : and cir- 
cumstances may arise, where those who would 
once have plucked out their own eyes for him, 
may become for awhile his enemies; but still 
there are many that will arise and call him bles- 
sed; many will acknowledge him as their spirit- 
ual father I many will bless God for him, and 
shew in their respecti^ve circles the happy ef- 
fects of his ministry. They will love his per^ 
son; they will enjoy his preaching: they will 
tread in his steps; and they wili shine as lights 
in a dark world. What then might not be hop- 
ed for if all who have undertaken the sacred of- 
fice of the ministry, fulfilled their engagements 
in the way we have before described ? What if 
all prayed the prayers instead of reading them ; 
and laboured out of the jndpit as well as in it: 
striving to bring all their people, ^^ not only to 
the knowledge tind love of Christ, but to ^uch 
ripeness and periectness of age in Christ, as to 
leave no room among them either for error in re- 
ligion, or for vlciousness of life ?'' If -there were 
such exertions made in every parish, we should 
hear no more complaints about the increase of 
Dissenters. The people's prejudices in gen- 
eral are in favour of the Establishment : and the 
more any persons have considered the excel- 
lence of the Liturgy, the more are they attach- 
ed to the Established Church. Some indeed 
would entertain prejudices against it, even if 
ajl the twelve Apostlei; were members of it, an^ 
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jmufltered in it ; but, in seneial, it is a want of 
2eal in its ministers, ana not any want of puii* 
ty in its institutions, that gives such an advaur 
tags to Dissenters. Let me not be misunder^ 
etood, as though by. Uiese observations I meant 
to suggest any thing disrespectful of the Dis<p 
centers; (for I honour all that love die Lord 
Jesus Christ in sincerity^ of whatever chuvcb 
they be; and I wish them from my heart every 
blessing that their souls pan desire :) but, whilst 
I see such abundant means <^ edification in the 
Church of England, I cannot but regret, that 
any occasion should be given to men to seek 
for that in other places, which is so richly pro^ 
Tided for them in their awn church. Only let 
VB be faitbful to our ongageioents, and our 
churches will be crowded, our Sacraments 
thronged, our beavers edified: good institu- 
tions will be set on foot; liberality will be 
«i;(erci8ed, the poor benefitted^ the ignorant 
enlightened, the distressed comforted; yea and 
our ^'wilderness world will r^ice and bios** 
som as the rose.^ O that we might see this 
bappy day ; which, I would fondly hope, has be* 
gun to dawn! O that God would arise and ^'lake 
to him his great power, and reign amongst usT* 
O that he nnght no longer have to express a 
wish, ''that mere were in us such an heart ;^ 
but rather have to rejoice over us as possee^ed 
of such an heart; and that he would magnify 
himself in us as instruments of good to a ruined 
world! The Apostle to the Hebrews represenle 
4iU ibt saints of fonner ages as witnesses of tb» 
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conduct of those who were then alive; wi\ i^: 
urges it as an argumei^t with them to exert 
themselves to the uttermost: ^^Having then, 
says he, so great a cloud of witnesses, let us 
lay aside every weight, and the sin that doth so 
easily beset ns^ and let us run with patience the 
race that is set before us.^ Thus let us con- 
sider the Beformers of our Church as now look« 
ing down upon us, and filled with anxiety for 
the success of their labours: let us hear them 
saying, '*We did all that human foresight could 
do: We shewed to ministers what they ought to 
be : we bound them by the most solemn ties to 
walk in the steps of Christ and his Apostles: if 
any shall be luke-warm in their office, we shall 
have to appear in judgment against them, and 
shall be the means of aggravating their eternal 
condemnation.^^ Let us, I say, consider them 
88 spectators of our conduct; and endeavour to 
emulate their pious examples. Let us consider 
likewise, ^at the Liturgy itself will appear 
against us in judgment, if we labour not to the 
utmost of our power to fulfil the engagements 
which we have voluntarily entered into : Yea, 
Ood himself will say to us^ '^Out of thine own 
mouth will I judge thee, thou wicked servant.^ 
May God enable us all to lay thede things to 
heart: that, whether we have already contrac- 
ted, or are intending at a future period to con- 
tract, this fearfhl respcmsibility, we may duly 
consider what account we shall have to give of 
it in the day of judgment. ^ 
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OR 

AN APPEAL TO THE LITURGY. 

We write nofie other things unto you than what 
you read of acknowledge,,.^ Cor. i. 13. 

AS the testimony of one^s own conscience 
is the strongest support under false accusations, 
80 an appeal to the consciences of others is the 
ipost effectual means of refuting the charges 
that are brought against us. To this species, 
of argument God himself condescended to have 
recourse, in order to convince his people, that 
the evils whicK they imputed to him, originated 
•wholly in their own folly and wickedness : "0 
inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, 
judge I pray you, betwixt me and my vineyard. 
What could have been done more to my vine^ 
yard, that I have not done ii^ it? and wherefore, 
when t looked that it shoukt bring forth grapes, 
brought it forth wild grapes?"*. , . . . . *^Have 
I been a wilderness unto Israel? a land of 
darkness? wherefore say my people, We are 
Lords, we will come no more unto theeT^ 
^^Ye say. The way of the Lord is not equal. 
Hear now, O house of Israel, Is not my way e- 
qua; ? are not your ways unequal f^l The in^ 
spired writers also not unfrequently vindicate 
themselves in a bimilar manner. St. Paul, for 

•luLiab V. 3| 4. tJec. u. 5. 31, |Enk. xvttLSS^ 
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instance) haS be^n represented by some at 
Corinth as^ fickle and inconstant, because he 
fiad not come to them at the time they had ex^ 
|)ected hirn. To clear himself from tbis impu- 
tation, he informs tbem, that he bad met with 
insuperable obstacles in Asia, w^ich had pre- 
vented kim from prosecuting his intended jour- 
ney; and that in the whole of kis conduct to* 
v^ards them he had been actuated, not by tem* 
porizing motives and carnal policy, but by 
the most strict unblemished integrity, He de** 
dares, that he had '^ the testimony of kis own 
conscience^ respecting this ;* and that he had a 
further testimony in their consciences also, re* 
specting the truth of what he said ; that, in as* 
fserting these tkings, ^'he wrote no other things 
than what they bad read in kis former epistle, 
ri|,nd were constrained to acknowledge; and he 
trusted they should ackoowledge even to the 
end." 

The &ithful Minister of Christ derives great 
advantage from being able to appeal to records 
the authority of which is acknowedged by his 
hearers. By referring them to the holy Scrip* 
tures in proof of all that he advances, he estab- 
lish^ his word upon the most unquestionable 
airthority,and fixes conviction upon their minds. 
The ministers of the Church of England have 
a yet further advantage, because, in addition to 
the Scriptures, they have other authorities to, 
^hich they may refer in confirmation of the 
truths they utter» It is true, we are not to put 



>d by Google 



90 

uny human compositions on a level with the in* 
spired valu^le: the Scriptures alone are the 
proper standard of truth; hut the Articles} 
Homilies, and Liturgy of the Church of Eog-^ 
land are an authorized exposition of the sense 
in which all her members profess to understaa4 
the Scriptures. To these therefore we appeal 
as well as to the sacred Records, But because 
it would occupy more tioie than can reasonably 
be allowed, for one discourse to appeal to all at 
pnce, we shall content ourselves with calling 
your attention to the I^iturgy, and especially 
to that part of it which we call the general Con- 
fession. We will briefly state what doctrines 
we insist upoii as necessary to be received; and 
under each we will compare our statementci 
with what we ^^ read'' in the Scriptures, an4 
^'acknowledge^ in our pr?iyers; And we trust 
that, afler having done this, we shall be able 
to adopt the language of the text and say, " Wq 
write none cfther things unto you than what ye 
read, and acknowledge." - 

There are three things which, as it is our 
duty, so also it is our continual labour,^ to make 
known; namely. Our lost estate-^The means 
of our recovery-'Tand the path of dvty. 

Permit me then to state what we declare re- 
specting the firs^ of these points, Ovr .2o«^. e«-. 
tote. 

We declare, that every man is a sinner bcr 
fore God: that both the actions and the hearts 
of men are depraved: that whatever diffeiienoQ 
tiiereiQaybe h^twQ^a OOQ aadunotber ^\^ 
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ttespeet to oped sin, there is no diffeveace with 
respect to our alienation from God, or our 
radieal aversion to his hdy will. We affirm, 
that on account of our defection from God, we 
deserve his heavy displeasure; that the most 
moral and sober, as well as the base and pro^ 
ligate^ are under condemnation on account of 
sin; and that all of us, without exception, must 
perish, if we do not turn to Gc^ in the way that 
he has preaciibed» 

We think, yea we are sure^ that we havo 
abundant proof of these things in the holy 
Scriptures* The wi wersality of our departure 
from God, and our danger in consequence of it^ 
is declared in the strongest terms by St Paul 
in his Epfntle to the Romans. ^'There is nond 
righteous,'^ says he, ^*no not one: there is none 
tl^t understandeth; there is none that seek- 
eth after God : they are all gone out of the way, 
they are together become unprofitable: there is 
none that £»eth good, no not one.^ To this he 
adds, <^ that every mouth must be Stopped, and 
all the world become guilty before God.'^* We 
could wish you particularly to notice what an 
^Accumulation of word8 there is in this short 
passage to prove the universality of our guilt 
and misery. Of righteous persons, there ill 
*'none,^^ "none,'' "none,'' "no not one," "no not 
one;" "all" are guilty, all "together," even 
**every" person, and "all the world." Will any 
one, ailer reading this passage, presume W tbwk 
Uunself an exception ! 
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Nor is the depth of our depravity less clear"' 
than its universality. "The heart," says Jer- 
emiah, "is deceitful above all thinag, and des-^ 
perately wicked ; Who can know it !"* This iar 
spoken, not of some particular person or age or" 
country, but of mankind at large, even of our 
whole race. ' Solomon affirms the same when 
he says, " The heart of the Sons of men is full 
of evil; madness is in their hearts while they 
live and after that they go to the dead."! And' 
to the same effect is that declaration of St. Paul 
that "the carnal mind is enmity against Gfod,^ 
for it is not subject to tliB law of God neither in- 
deed can be."t To these generiil affirin&tibns 
of Scripture, we nttiy add the confessions of the" 
moist emitient Saints. Job, who was the most 
pierfect' nlan on earth in His^ day,<no sooner at-^ 
tained the knowledge of Kis real character than 
he exclaimed, "Behold, fam viie."|| St. Paul 
also, speaking of himself and of all the other 
Apostles, says, "V^e all hud our cofiversatioa 
in ti'mes past in the lusts of our flesh; fulfilin^ 
the desires of the flesh and of thfe mind; and 
\«^el-6' by nature the children of wrath, even "as 
others .^^5 

In labouring to establish these awful truths 
we are often considefed as ^ibelling himan na-~ 
tUrfe and as representing men in such an humi- 
liating and distressed state as t> fiilthem wiih 
mdanchbly, or drive them to despair. Let us 
th^n in vindication both ofoti reel ves* and of our 
doctrines, compare these assertions with our 

*Jer. xvii. 9. fEcl. ix. 3. JRom. vitf. f. 
" Tob. xl. 4. §Eph, ii, 3. and Titus, lii. 3^ 
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.^public acknowledgments. We begin our confes- 

,si n with naying^ "We have erred and stray e^ 

^from thy ways like lost sheep,'^- This is a pecu,- 
Jiar e.\pres9ion that must not be overlooked- 
We apprehend it does not mean merely that we 

.have departed from God, but also that we have 
never sought to return to him ; for other ani- 
mals will find their way back when they have 
wandered from their h;>me; but it is rarely, if 

. ever known thp.t the sheep traces back its foot- 
steps to the fold from whence it has strayed; if 

.it. return at all it is not by any foresight of its 
own. How just a picture does this exhibit of 
our fallen race! That we have departed from 
God is too plain, to be deqied: but in how few 

.do we behold any solicitude to return to ^him! 
How few are there who search the Scriptures 
daily, in order to find their way back! How 

. few who implore help and direction from their 
God with an earnestness at all proportioned to 

._ the urgency of their cas.e.l . 

Is it inquired, wherein we have so greatly er- 
red ! Our own acknowledgments contain tl^e 
most satisfactory reply^; *' We have fpllowed 
too much the dcvwes and .desires of our oxtm 
licart^y How true is thisl Look at all mankind^ 
see them from infancy to youth, and from youth 

•to old age; What are they all following! are 
they obeying unreservedly the commands of 
God? are they in compliance with his will, 
mortifying every evil propensity, and doing the 

^things which are pleasing in his sight? Alas! 

,,nothing is further from their minds than this,. 
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Their puTsuitB indeed vary according to their 
age, their circumstances, their hahits, hut what- 
ever they be, they are no other than the devices 
and desires of their own hearts : if in any thing 
they appear to do the will of God, they do not 
act froitn a principle of love to him, but from a 
desire to conform to the customs of their country, 

,and to lay a foundation for self^applause. The 
whole tenor of bur lives is but too justly mark- 

. ed in those following acknowledgments, '^ We 
hate offended against thy holy laws; tte have 

. left undone those ihings which we ought to have 
done: and hate done those things whM we 
ought not to have doney Permit me to ask. 
Which of the laws of God have we not violated 
times without number! Shall we say. We have 
not committed murder or adultery? How vain 
the boast, if we interpret the commandments in 
their full latitude, and call to mind the declar- 
ations of our Lord, that an angry word is mur- 
der, and a wanton look adultery !* To go into 
all our sins of omission, and commission, were 
an endless task. Suffice it to say, that in ten 
thousand instances ^^we have sinned in thought, 
word, and deed, against the Divine Majesty :'^ 
and have habitually neglected the interests of 
our souls. 

Perhaps it may be said, ^Our actions indeed 
have been evil, but our hearts are ffood.^ But 
how does this accord with that which in our 
Confession forms the summit of the climax, 
^Th^e is no healih in usT Here our Church 

♦Matt V. 27, 28. 
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has taught us to trace ^\\ the evils of our life tq 
the fQuntaiD-head, a corrupt and wicked hearty 
lo this expression she evidently refers, either 
to that confession of the Apostle, " In me^tha^ 
is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good thjng;"* or 
rather to that most humiliating declaration of 
the Prophet, "From thesole of tlie foot even tp 
the head, there is no soundness in us, but 
wounds and bruises s^nd putrefying sores/'f 
The import pf the word^ is plain : we confesii 
before our God, thatwe are altogether deprav- 
ed; that we are disordered in every member of 
our body, and in every faculty of pur soul; 
(hat our understanding is darkened, pur will 
perverse, our affections sensual, our memory 
treacherous, our conscience seared, and aU 
o]ir '^members, instruments of unrighteousness 
Itnd sin.'' 

Thus far then we are fully vindicated, vin- 
dicated too, we trust, in your consciences, in 
ill that we havp afRrn^ed respecting the lost es- 
tate of man. We do indeed represent the 
jvhole human riace, as in a Tnost deplorable 
condition: butnoipemb^irof our (Istablishment 
san controvert ouf positions without denying 
the plainest asseverations of Holy .Writ, and 
contradicting his ow^ most soleipn ficknowl- 
edgments. 

Let us now turn our attention to the second 
point which yfe proposed to notice, namely. 
The means of our recovery from this state. 

We affirm tfaAt, in order to obtain sahratioD^ 

u,y,u.™uy Google 



two Aings are necessary, ^^pentaaoe tow- 
ards God and Faith in our Lord Josus Christ.^ 
By repentance, we do not mean that superficial 
work which consists in saying, H am sorry for 
what I have done;^ but in such a deep«ense of 
our guilt and danger, as Jeads us with all hu- 
sniKty of mind to God and sticf us up to a most . 
earnest application for mercy. We must feel 
•sin to be a burden to our souls; we must be 
made to tremble at the wrath of God which We 
bave merited; we must cry to h4m for deiivep- 
ance from it, as Peter cried for preservatioa 
£rom the waves, ^Save Lord, or I perish;^ and 
this must be our experience, not merely afler 
«ome flagrant transgression, or oo some partie- 
ular occasion, but at all times: it nust be, as it 
^ere*, the daily habit of our mindia. 

Is it needful to confirm thid from the holjr 
Scripturesi! Surely we need not be' reminded of 
what our Lord has repeatedly affirmed; ^Ex- 
cept ye repent, ye shall all perish.^ We need 
not be told that it is ^Hhe weary and heavy la- 
den^* whom Christ invites :| that it is ^Hhe bro- 
ken and contrite heart which God will oot des- 
pise :^^|| that we must ^^oathe ourselves for all 
our abominations :^^$ that we must ^<sow in 
tears, and go on our way weeping:^ that we 
must cry with Paul, ^ wretched man that I 
am, who shall deliver me;^*** and with Job, '^I . 
repent and abhor myself in dust and ashea.^ 

Yet, when fhis is insisted on, and pressed 

•Aeti XX. 81. tLoke xiu. 8, $. |Maftt. xi. a8« 
ItPs. li. 17. §Ezek. azii* 81. fPf. cxxvi. 6, (L 
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upon the conscience as of universal, absolute^ 
and indispensable necessity ^ we are told, that 
ve carry matters to excess : that however such 
bitter contrition may suit the profligate and a-^ 
bandoned, it is unnecessary in the case of the 
more moraj and decent; they have never done 
any thing that requires such d^cip humiliation; 
tiiey have no such cause to fear and tremble; 
fttey have indeed sinned, but are in no danger 
of periling; nor liave they ever merited th0 
wrath of GSd. 

But is it not astonishing that any member of 
die Established Church should be so ignorant 
as to make these vain assertions 1 What are 
the terms in which we address the Divine Ma- 
jesty every time that we attend his worship? 
*^Do thouj O Lard hate mercy upon us, ndaera^ 
hie offenders: Spare thou thenif O €hd^ which 
confess their fauUst Restore thou them that ard 
penitenty Imye we then been dissembling with 
God all our days; calling ourselves ''miserable 
offenders,^' when we feel no misery at all ; and 
when, instead of bewailing our offences, wef 
think ourselves almost, if not altogether, as 
good as we need to be? In this prayer we do not 
presume even to expect mercy^ except as per- 
sons deeply penitent and contrite. And let it 
be remembered, that these petitions are put into 
the mouths of all the congregation; there is not 
one form, for one class ofpersoss, and another 
for another; but all profess to approach God a» 
the repenting publican, Bmiting upon their 
broaitS; and Ory.mg, ''God be merciful to me • 
'• . ^^ 
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Mnnerr^ We mean not to say, that no^ persoB 
tan hope for mercy, who does not feel suth or 
such a measure of contrition, (for all who prkj 
in sincerity, may hope for acceptance, though 
their hearts he not so contrite as they could 
wish,) but to shew, that all members of the 
church of England acknowledge that penitence 
is highly sui^ to their state. 

But, besides their repentance, we observed'^ 
that faith also was necessary, even faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. This we invariably and 
inflexibly affirm. As it is not our good work» 
and meritorious life that will Save us, so neither 
will our repentance save us. ff We could shed 
riverrof tears, they never would avail to cleanse 
us from one single sin. It is the blood of 
Christ, and that alone, that can atone fbr mor- 
al guilt: That is ^'the fountain that wa^* opened 
for sin aad uiicleanness '/^t &nd as long &» the 
world shall stand, we must require of sinners 
to wash in it, in order that they may be clean. 
And, for as much as men are with great diffi- 
eulty turned from endeavoring ^Ho establish 
their own ' righteousne8s,''t or to unite their 
<own fancied merits with the merits of Christ, 
we guard them stmngly against this fatal error; 
We declare to them, that, if they do this, they 
will invalidate the whole gospel; and that, if 
ever they be saved at all, it must be by an hum- 
ble, simple reliance upon the Lord Jesus 
Christ. That there are blessings promised to 
the penitent, and to the obedient, we very wil- 

«I«uk€ xTiu. Id. tZ«cb. xiu. L tBom. z. », 
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lingly allow: and on proper occasions we anf 
^lad to bring forward those promises in order to 
encourage men to repent and obey : but that men 
lire justified by their repeiitance or obedieuce, 
or in any other way than by faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, we utterly deny. And we de- 
clare that, if men seek to be justified in any 
other way, "Christ shall profit them notliing."* 
And do we, in affirming these things, devi- 
ate at all from what we read in the holy Scrip- 
tures; IX)es notour blessed Lord expressly say 
X am the way^ the truths and the life; no man 
Cometh unto the father but by me.'^j He tells 
lis plainly, that "he who believeth on him^ haxli 
everlasting life; and that he who believeth not, 
ahall liot see life, but the wrath of God abideth 
oh him:^t and again, "He that believeth, and 
is baptized shall be saved ; and he that believetti 
not shall be damned.|| To the same effect also is 
the testimony of his Apostles: We find ihem in- 
variably directing penitents to believe in him as 
the only, and effectual means of obtaining ac- 
ceptance with God. When the jailor came in 
to Paul and Silas ti»embling, and crying, *^Sir9 
what shall I dt> to be saved ;" the answer givetf 
bimwas, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christy 
and thou shalt be saved .^^} Instead of va- 
Irying their directions according to tfie differ- 
ent characters they addressed, they affirm, in 
the strongest manner, that "there is no othef 
foundation whereon any man can build^^^ "nor 
any other name whereby any man can be sav- 

•G»l. V. 2. tJobn XIV. 6. JJoIid iii. 38. 
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4>Ay^ Alii when they saw in any a dispoaittoti 
lo unite the observance of some ceremonial or 
moral duties as a joint ground of their hope, 
they warned them plainly, that their salvation 
must be "wholly of grace or wholly of works ;'t 
and that if they relied in any measure upon 
Hieir works, "they were fallen from grace,?* 
Uiey were " become debtors to do the whole 
la w,^ and that "Christ wasbeconjie of 90 effect 
unto th6m;^t with respect to them ^%e was 
dead in vatn.^ 

Offensive as these statements are, and repro- 
bated as being of a licentious tendency, where^ 
in do they dtf&r from imr own acknowledge 
ments? We pray Utat God wonld "restore t6 
bis favour them that are peaitent;^ but how, and 
in what manner, do we expect that restoratioa 
to be accomplished ? Is it uncovenanted mercy 
^t we askf Or is it according to our own good 
irorks that we desire to find acceptance f No ; 
We profess that our reliance is altogether on 
God^s promises as they are revealed in the gos- 
pel ; " Restore t», according to thy promises de- 
clared unto fMnJcind in Christ Jesus ourLord^ 
Among the promises to which we may be sup- 
posed to refer, the following must certainty be 
numbered: *^Loak unto me, and be ye saVed ;'"! 
"Come unto me and i will give you rest.'T 
'^Him that cometh unto me, I will in no wise 
(oast out.'^*^ "The blood of Jesus Christ cleans- 
eth from all sin.^t ''AH that believe, shall b«^ 

•Acts, iv, 12. fRom. xi.^. XGh\. v.S, 4*. 
|Gal.ii.2i. § IsaL xlv. 22. irMatt.^28# 
^ •*Jthavi.87.^ ttWAafc7* f 
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'jiMtified from all things*^ <<Thoughyomi 
tins be as scarlet, they shall be white w^ 
snow.^' tBut whatever the promises be, wheth- 
er their refaeace ip Christ be more or less 
]plaio, we are assured that it is ia him and in 
him alone, that ^ promises are confirmed to 
1184 for the Apostle says, ^^AU the promises of 
God IN Him are yea, and m Hoc amen/^ It ia 
in Christ alone dbat God can ^ be just, and at 
Ike same tine the justifier of sinners ;^'|| and 
therefore wlien we plead that promise, that <Hf 
we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins aad to-cleanse us from all un^ 
righteousness,""} we can expect its accomplish* 
ment in no other way than thro' &ith in Christ*. 

Thus under this head also may be seen a per^ 
Act harmony between those things which W0 
liave affirmed, And those which you <<lted*'ia 
the Scriptures, and ^acknowledge^' in your 
prayers. 

Nor do wedoubt a similar issue to our inqui* 
ties, while under the last head of our discourse 
we state to you 'nepiUh rfdui$f. 

We inculcate the practice of every personal 
and relativeduty . But we are not satisfied with 
that standard of kolMess which is current id 
the world: we requm ahigher tone of morals; 
ia addition to sobriety and honesty, we insist 
upon a life entirely devoted to God; we affirm, 
that it is every man^s duty to delight himself 
in God ;^ to have such a lively sense of Christ^ 
love to him, as shall constrain him to an unre- 

«Acts j^M. tlsa.t.l8. t9 dor.l.1». j|itmn.iii.l»« 



102 

served surrender of all his faculties and pawers^ 
to the service of his Lord.*. We must live for 
God: we must be like a faithful servant, who 
inquires from day to day what his master^s will 
is : and inquires, in order that he may do it. A9 
a servant who had neglected all his duties! 
through the day, would feel ashamed and afraid 
of his master^s displeasure, so should we feel 
ashamed and afraid, if any day pass without 
having executed to. the utmoet of our powes 
the 4uties of it. We should, walk as on the conn 
tines of the eternal world, and act as persons 
vho must shortly give account of every talent 
tha^ has been committed to them. ,To be ^'dea4 
unto the world,"t and <' aljvq ur^to God;"t to 
attain more and more of ..the divine image ;|| to 
^ grow up into Oirist jn all things ;^^{ to enjoy 
fellowship with God,1[ andanticipajte the enjoy-r 
ments of heaven,*^ this is our duty, and should 
be our daily study and delight. 

In requiring so much, we are. supposed to 
require what is altogether impracticable, or at 
least, what if practised, would unfit us for all 
the common offi(!;es of life. . But what do we read 
in the holy Sc|*ipturea? Do thoy require of us 
less than this? tio they aot teach us to '^ yield 
ourselves living sacri^ces to God as our most 
reasonable service f'tt po they not enjoin us 
to '' live henceforth not unto ourselves, but un- 
to him that died for us, and rose again V^tt Dq 
they i^t require that ^' whether we eat or drink 

•2 Cor. r-i 14. fGal. vh 14. tR«n- ▼» !!• 
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or whatever we do, we should do all to the^lo* 
ry of God?''* And is not the Holy Spifit, 
(through whose divine agency alone we can do 
any thing that is good) promised to us for this 
very end, to renew us after the divine image in 
righteousness and true holiness ? 

And wherein do our 6wn acknowledgments 
differ from this? Let us attend to the supplica« 
tions which we oBer before God ; — ^^GratU, O 
inmost merctjkl Father^ for CkrUt'^s sake, that we 
may hereafter live a godly ^ righteous, and sober 
lift, to the glory of thy holy namey Here so 
far from putting godliness out of our thoughts, 
we profess to desire it in the first place ; and just- 
ly do we ask that first, because, without that, all 
our acts of righteousness and sobriety would be 
no better than splendid sins; they would want 
the motives and principles which alone distin* 
guish them from heathen virtues, Mark too the 
measure and degree in which we desire these vir* 
tues : we are not satisfied with that which shall 
gain us a name among men ; we ask, and let it 
ever be remembered that without the influences 
of God's Spirit, all our own efforts will be in 
vain, that we may be enabled to attain such a de< 
gree of piety, as that God may be glorified in us 
and that the transcendant excellence of Chris^ 
tianity may be visibly exhibited in our lives. 

We appeal then tp all ; What do we, or what 
can we ask of you more than this? And if these 
titgh attainments be not necessary, why do you 
ask of God for Christ's sake to give them to you ? 

*1 Cor. X. 31. 
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if, on the other hand, they are necessary, why- 
are we deemed enthusiastic and over-ricrhteous 
for requiring them at your hands ? If in your 
prayers you mean what you say, you justify us ; 
and if you do not mean what you say, you con- 
demn yourselves, you confess yourselves to be 
•hypocrites and dissemblers with God. * 

We have now finished our consideration of 
that truly scriptural prayer; and we nill con- 
clude with commending it to you as a test in a 
two-fold view. 

First, take it as a test whereby to try thesis- 
.courses which you hear* As Members of the 
Church of England, we have a right to expect 
that the discourses of Ministers shall corres- 
pond with the Liturgy of our Church. Certain- 
ly, in the first instance, the holy Scriptures are 
to be our guide; but, as all profess to have the 
-Scriptures on their side, let us bring to our aid 
that excellent compendium of religion which 
we have been considering. 

Are there any who discant upon the dignity 
of our nature, the goodness of our hearts, and 
the rectitude of our lives? What appearance do 
such sentiments make when brought to the 
touchstone of this prayer^ Are they not as op- 
posite as darkness is to lighi ? and should we 
not regard such statements as the effusions of 
pride and ignorance? should we not tremble for 
fthose who hear them, lest Wing "blind follow.- 
ers of the blind, they ail together should fall in- 
to the ditch ?^'* . 

♦JMatt. xv.JU. 
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Arc there others who tell us that we txte to* 
be saved by our works, and who would thereby 
lull us asleep in impenitence, and divert our at- 
tention from the Saviour of the world? Let us 
not be deluded by the syren song. Let us turn to 
•urown confessions to refute suchantichristian 
doctrines: Let us learn from them the neces- 
sity of humiliation and contrition, and of "flee- 
ing to Christ, as to the refuge that is set before 
us/' As for the idea, that the founding of our 
hopes upon Christ and upon the promises made 
to us in him, will lead to a neglect of good works,. 
let us see what the Compilers' of our Liturgy 
thought of ihat. and what they have put in the 
mouths of all believing penitents: do not the 
very same persons who seek for mercy through 
Christ, intreat of God that they may be enabled 
to " live a godly,- righteous, and sober life, to 
the glory of his holy namef' And is it not no- 
torious that the vefy persons who maintain most 
steadfastly the doctrines of faith^ are uniform -> 
]y condemned for the excessive and unnecessa- 
rily strictness of tbeiF lives f 
- In the same inaaner,* if there be any whc 
plead for a conformity to the world, and decry 
all vital godliness as enthusiasm, we may see 
what judgment is to be formed of them also. 
They may call themselves Chrisitians; but they 
have nothing of Christianity, except the name. 

Lastly, if there be any wbo separate the dif- 
ferent parts of religion, inculcating some to the 
Beglect of others; magnifying works to the ex- 
flusioa of faith, or establishing, faith to the d%^- 



dbyGooQle 



W 



106 

iitrtietion of good works^ or confoonding faith 
and wurkB^ instead of distinguishing them as 
the fruit from the root; if such, I say, there be^ 
let their statements be contrasted with the order, 
the fulness and the harmony of this prayer; and 
the erroneousness of them will instantly ap- 
pear* We do not wish to produce critical hear* 
ers; but it is the duty of every man to ^ prove 
ail things and to hold fast that which is good;^^* 
and as we have the advantage of an authorized 
slandard of divine truth, we invito all to search 
that, as well as the holy Seriptures; and we do 
not hesitate to say of this prayer in particular^ 
what the prophet speaks of the inspired volume^ 
*^ To the law, and to the testimony : if Minis* 
tors speak not according ta this word, it is be^ 
cause there is no light in them;^^t ^ 

Next, let us take this prayer as a test where* 
iy to try our attm experiehce. We may now 
discard from our minds all that this or that 
Minister may lay down as necessary to our sal- 
vation. We hme here^ what no man can rea-* 
eonably dispute, our own acknowledgments. 
We have here as beautiful, as just, as scriptu- 
ral a summary of experimental reU^on^ as 
ever was penned from the foundation of the 
world. The man that from his inmost soul can 
utter this prayer, is a real Christian. What- 
ever be his views with respect to some partic* 
ular doctrines, (those I mean which are distin- 
guished by the name of Calvinism) his heart is 
right with God. Whether he admit or reject 

nTheM,T.21r tlfftt.Tiu« 20. 
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thone tibstruser points, he i? accepted of Godt 
a,nd if he were to die this moment, he would be 
in heaven the next; the termination of his war- 
fore would be to him the commencement of ever- 
lasting felicity. But is this the experience of. 
us ali^ Would to God it were! All will repeat 
the words: but it is one thing to repeat, and an- 
other to feel them. Let us then bring ourselves 
to (his test^ and never imagine that we are in 
a Christian state^ till we can appeal to God, 
that this prayer is the very language of our 
hearts. In examining ourselves respecting it, 
let us inquire^ whether from our inmost souls 
we lament tie numberless transgressions of 
our lives, and the unfiearcbable depravity of 
our hearts? When we cry to God for mercy as 
miserable offenders, do we abhor ourselves for 
pur guik. and tremble for our danger? Do we 
indeed feel that we deserve the wrath of Al- 
mighty God ? Do we feel this not only on some 
particular occasions, but, as it were, daily and 
hourly ? Is the consciousness of it wrought into 
us and become the habit of our minds, so that 
we can find no peace hwt in crying unto God, 
and pleading with him the merits of his dear 
Son ? Is Christ, in this view, "precious" to our 
aouls?* Is Hfi "our wisdom, he our righteous- 
ness, HB our sanctification, hb our complete 
redemption ?"t Having nothing in ourselves^ 
do we make HIM our " all in alll't Are we at 
the sanne time "renewed in the spirit of our 
ihindsr Do we hate not sin, merely as it is des- 
tructive, but as itjs defiling, to tiie soul? D6' 

n^ei'd.7. tl Cor. 1.30. JCoL iii; IL 
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we account " the service of God to be perfect 
freedom ;^^ and instead of wishing his law redu* 
ced to the standard of our practice, do we desire 
to have our practice raised to the standard of 
his law ? Is it our labour to ^'shine as lights in 
a dark world,^ and Ho shew forth in our own 
conduct the tirtues of him that has called us?'^ 
Let us all put these questions to ourselves; and 
they will soon shew us what we are. If this 
be not the state of our souls, we are in an aw- 
ful condition indeed. Our very best services 
have been nothing but a solemn mockery: in 
our prayers we have insulted rather than wor- 
shipped, the Majesty of Heaven : we have come 
before our God ** with a lie in our right hand ;"t 
O that it might please God to discover to us the 
heniousness of our guilt; and that we might 
all be "pricked to the heart,'' ere it be toe 
late! Let us, the very next time we attempt to 
use this prayer take notice of the frame of our 
minds: let us mark the awful incongruity be- 
tween our professions and our actual experi- 
ence : and let a sense of our hypocrisy lead us to 
repentance. Thus shall the returning seasons 
of worship be attended with a double advantage 
to our souls: in praying for what we ought to 
seek, we shall be stirred up to seek, it in good 
earnest; and through the tender mercy of our 
God we shall attain the experience of those 
things, which too many of us, it is to be feared 
have hitherto hypocritically asked and ignor* 
antly condemned. 

nPet.u.9. InWiadiy.aa. 
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